




‘Last’ survivor rescued from rubbles 


SINGAPORE (R) — A Chinese woman who spent nearly 80 
hoars trapped under the mins of Singapore’s collapsed New 
World Hotel was rescued on Tuesday by mining engineers, and 
police said she may be the last survivor of the disaster. They said 
contact bad been lost with some SO. people stDi trapped in the 
debris of the six-storey hotel, which caved in on Saturday. Hie 
woman, identified as Chua Kim Choo, 30, 'was the 17th person 
rescued from the huge pile of rubble. “If s a great feblmg to see 
her alive," Tommy Gallagher, one of her rescuere, told Reuters. 
The official death toll of the disaster is 11, but rescuers say they 
have seen more bodies inside. Mr. GaSagber, one of a group of 
British and Irish rescue workers, said the woman was in tine form 
as she was pulled to the surface on a stretcher along a tiny tunnel'. 
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Islamic finance chiefs to meet here 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Governors of Islamic B anks in 43 countries 
will open their 10th annual meeting in Amman on Saturday . The 
two-day meeting, which will be a tten de d by the finance minis ters 
of the countries, wifi discuss the b anks * operations, particularly 
with regard to financing projects in Islamic nations, over the past 
year and the final accounts of their budgets and recommendations 
^as well as a general assessment of the their performance, a cc- 
fom^g to Dr. Ahmad Mohammad Afi, chairman of tire board of 
' directors of the Jeddah based Islamic Development Bank, (XDB ). 
The Islgmic banks founded in a number erf Arab ami Islamic 
counpi&are branches of IDB which was established in 1975 to 
offerj j tfj irts to Islamic nations and consolidate economic dev- 
elopment and help cany out social and economic projects for the 
Mustift countries. Since its establishment IDB has offered loans 
totalfifig S5 billion to finance projects in the Arab and Islamic 
worlds. Dr. Ali said. 
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I Arafat arrives 
in. Yugoslavia 

DUBROVNIK, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Yasser Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation, arrived in this Adriatic 
f resort on Tuesday on the first stop 
of a visit to Yugoslavia, the Tanjug 
news agency reported. President 
Radovan Vlajkovic of the col- 
lective state presidency met Mr. 
Arafat at Dubrovnik airport. Mr: 
Arafat pays regular visits to Yug- 
oslavia. ■ 

Bomb explodes 
near Israeli patrol 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — A roa- 
dside bomb exploded on Tuesday 
; beside a patrol of Israeli soldiers 
and militia allies in South Leb- 
anon, Lebanese security sources 
said. Heavy shooting was heard in 
tile area immediately after the 
explosion, inside the Israeli “sec- 
urity zone’' created on the Leb- 
anese side of the border last year, 
the sources said. Farther north, 
commandos clashed with mil- 
itiamen of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army near the 
port of Sidon. Casualty reports 
were not immediately available. 

Israel, Egypt to draft 
arbitration terms 

V 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel and 
Egypt will begin drafting the terms 
for settling their Taba border dis- 
pute when talks resume on Wed- 
nesday in Cairo, Israeli officials 
said on Tuesday. Israeli and Egy- 
ptian teams have Conducted doz- 
ens of meetings on ways to resolve 
the dispute over.Taba, a Red Sea 
beach strip, and.pn 14 pthet bor- 
der points claimed by both cou- 
ntries under their 1979 treaty. 

Bosh to visit 
Gulf in April 

WASHINGTON (R) — Vice Pre- 
sident George Bush will visit the 
Gulf and Arabian Peninsula next 
month to discuss the Iran-Iraq war 
‘,*aod other security issues, the 
White House has announced. 
Spokesman Larry Speak es said 
Mr. Bush would visit Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Oman and North 
Yemen from April 3 to April 12. 
Details of the vice president's iti- 
nerary wfll be announced later. 

Benjedid to 
visit Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — Algerian Pre- 
sident ChadS Benjedid wfll visit 
Moscow at the end of this month 
at the invitation of the Soviet lea- 
dership, the Soviet news agency 
TASS said Tuesday. Mr. Benjedid 
** last paid an official visit to the Sov- 
iet Union in June 1981. 

6 African leaders 
to meet in Uganda 

KHARTOUM (R) - The heads 
of state of six African countries 
will meet in the Ugandan capital 
Kampala later this week, the 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA)said 
Tuesday. A SUNA report from 
Kampala said Sudanese bead of 
state General Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab would leave Kha- 
rtoum on Thursday to attend the 
summit with the leaders of Uga- 
nda. Kenya, Tanzania. Rwanda 
and Zaire. 
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Mitterrand consults 
Chirac on government 

Rightist leader promises quick reply 


PARIS (Agencies) — President Francois 
Mitterrand consulted Gaullist leader Jac- 
ques Chirac on Tuesday over the formation 
of a new government and was promised a 
reply as soon as possible, the Elysee Palace 
announced. 

Mr. Chirac spent two aiul a qua- 
rter hours with Mr. Mitterrand, 
who announced Monday night 
that he would pack a prime min- 
ister from the right-wing affiance. 

The affiance won a narrow victory * 
in Sunday's general election. 

“The president called in M. 

Jacques Chirac to discuss the for- 
mation of a new government M. 

Chirac wfll 1 give his reply as soon as 
possible,” Elysee Chief of Staff 
Jean-Loms Bianco said. 

Mr. Bianco spoke to reporters 
who had waited at the pre- 
sidential residence for the name of 
the new bead of government to 
succeed Socialist Laurent Fabius. 

Mr. Chirac’s decision to reserve 
his reply followed an agreement , . 

on Monday between Ms RPR J“<l«s Chirac 
party and me centre-right UDF to by the Interior Ministry gave the 
consult before any of their leaders neo-Gaul list Rally for the Rep- 
accepted the job. ublie.(RPR) party, the centrist 

It was not immediately dear Union for French Democracy 
whether the consultation would be ( UDF), and their allies from small 
a afore formality or whether the rightist parties 290 seats in the 
Mrttcrrand-Chirac meeting had National Assembly, one more 
revealed major political dif- than the figure needed for an abs- 
ferences. olute majority. The extreme right 

The conservative and centrist National Front won 35 seats, 
opposition won a slim majority in The Socialists and their leftist 
Sunday’s elections:, giving, them - allies won ■ 21 - 5 - -seats- and - the 
control of the. 577-seat National Communists 35 . Two seats remain 
Assembly. A newprenrier must be to be dedded in a runoff, 
named and a cabinet formed bef- . The real make-up of the new 
ore the opening of parlraraenrCo' ' assembly, however, will not be 
April 2. known until the spring session 

Final election figures published begins and parliamentary groups 



officially are formed and ind- 
ependents affiliate with them. 

The results from Sunday's ele- 
ction means that for the first time 
in the 28-year history of the Fifth 
Republic, a president will have to 
govern with a hostile' parliament. 
After months of debating the sub- 
ject of “cohabitation," the reality 
was at hand. 

“I understand the change imp- 
lied for our democracy erf the arr- 
ival in power of a political maj- 
ority whose policies are different 
on some essential points, from 
those of the president” Mr. Mit- 
terrand said Monday. 

“The only answer to this que- 
stion lies in the scrupulous respect 
for our institutions and the com- 
mon wfll to place the national int- 
erest before all else.” 

The conservatives say they wfll 
begin immediately implementing 
their campaign platform, inc- 
luding lifting jorice and exchange 
controls, cutting public spending, 
abolishing the wealth tax, red- 
ucing taxes on business and lib- 
eralising government control over 
companies' right to lay off wor- 
kers. 

The new majority parties have 
warned Mr. Mitterrand that he 
must choose a premier acceptable 
to them, implying that otherwise, 
the new government could lose a 
vote of confidence in parliament. 

Feres likens Le Fen with Kahane, 

_ .. _~L 

■ Election results won’t change pol- 
icy, French envoy says, page 3 

Stalemate triggers start of pre- 
sidential race; new premier bees 
tough task, page 4 


Raad abandons hostage mission 


PARIS (R) — Razab Raad, Fra- 
nce's unofficial mediator with die 
kidnappers of French hostages in 
Lebanon, said on Tuesday be was 
abandoning his efforts following 
charges that his mission had rui- 
ned the hostages' chances of rel- 
ease. 

“I have abandoned my mis- 
sion, 1 ' the Lebanese-born heart 
specialist told Reuters by tel- 
ephone from his surgery in nor- 
thwestern France. 

Dr. Raad warned cm Monday 
that he would quit unless the gov- 
ernment cleared him of acc- 
usations that he had ruined a par- 
allel set of negotiations on rel- 
easing the hostages by making too 
generous an offer to the kid- 
nappers. 

The charges were made on state 
television by Syrian-born Omran 
Adham, a mysterious figure who 
describes himself as a persona] 
envoy of President Francois Mit- 


terrand to Damascus. French off- 
icials have declined to comment 
on his status. 

The bizarre row between the 
two men came as efforts to secure 
the release of file hostages app- 
eared to have slowed down yet 
further with the impending change 
of government in Paris after Sun- 
day’s general election. 

The External Relations Min- 
istry, which considered Dr. Raad a 
“semi-official” envoy, bad no 
comment on the doctor’s move. 

Dr. Raad, who spent four days 
in Beirut and Damascus last week, 
bad sought to make contact witii 
the shadowy Islamic Jihad group 
which says it is holding diplomats 
Marcel Fontaine and Marcel Car- 
ton atid journalist Jean -Paul Kau- 
ffraann. 

Islamic Jihad says it has killed 
fourth hostage, Arabist researcher 
Michel Seurat. Another mys- 
terious group, the Revolutionary 


Palme murder suspect 
said to be extreme rightist 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) - 
The Stockholm public pro- 
secutor’s office da Tuesday njmaed 
a man charged with involvement 
in tiie murder of Prime Minster 
OJof Palme, and. an extreme 
right-wing political party said he 
was a former member. 

The man was identified as Ake - 
Lennart Viktor Gunnarsson, aged 
32, by an official of the pro- 
secutor’s office contacted by Reu- 
ters. His name has hot been pub- 
lished in Sweden in fine with local 
legal practice. 

Gunnarsson was charged on 
Monday witii participation in the 
murder "as a perpetrator,” but 
both the prosecutor, and police 
refused to make dear whether he 
was suspected of firing the fatal 
dx>t or of being an aanmpfice to 
the murder last month. 

r A spokesman for. the Swedish 
branch erf the European Workers’ 

. Party (EAP) said the suspect had 
been briefly associated witii the 
group but was no longer a man-, 
ber. • 

“He was a member for several 
months atthe begmmngof 1985," 
spokesman Michad Encson said 
in a radio interview. 

“When it became dear f faathe 

we distanced ourselves and broke 
off contact with him.” 


Mr. Ericson denied that the 
EAP had been involved in the ass- 
assination, but said: “There have 
been dear attempts by Moscow to 
lay the murder at our door.” 

The EAP, founded in West 
Germany in 1974, is bitterly opp- 
osed to the Soviet Union. 

It operates in Sweden, Den- 
mark, Italy, Fiance and Belgium, 
mounting apparently, well-funded 
campaigns atta cking co mmunis m 
and urging support for European 
unification ann nuclear power. It 
wants neutral Sweden to join 
NATO. 

In Sweden, the EAP made 7 
strong pesonal attacks on Mr. 
Palmevrith posters portraying him 
as a devil and co mp a rin g him to* 
.Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler. 

The newspaper Aftonbladet has 
published photographs of EAP 
members heckfing Mr. Palme at a 
1976 election tally witii the face of 
one prominent demonstrator, said 
to be the murder suspecL blacked 
out 

“We had hard polemical cam- 
paigns against Palme, but it was 
mutual —be indulged in polemics 
against us,” Mr. Encson said. 

A newspaper reported on Tue- 
sday that Mr, Palme’s widow fai- 


Ihemass-arcuIafhmdaflyExp- 
ressensaid Lisbet Palme, looking 
(Continued on page 3) 


Justice Organisation, claims to be 
.holding a four-man French tel- 
evision crew. 

Dr. Raad said on Tuesday he 
was abandoning his efforts due to 
what he termed attempts to dis- 
credit him and to sow discord bet- 
ween him and his negotiating 
partners. 

“There were people who had an 
interest in malting sure I did not 
succeed,” he said. He would not 
be more specific. 

Dr. Raad stood as a rightist 
'candidate for the Orne dep- 
artment in the elections, bat pol- 
led less than six per cent. 

He hit back at critics who said 
his mediation effort was part of his 
election campaign, saying that his 
mission had harmed his chances of 
rea ching the National Assembly. 

“I am disappointed,” he said. 
“ My only aims were humanitarian 
and to help my country.” 
UNRWA driver kidnapped, page 2 


Peres: Syria 
may go to war 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres said Tuesday 
that Israel did not want to mai- 
ntain a permanent military force 
in Lebanon and would remove it 
as soon as “Syrian-sponsored att- 
acks on Israel” stopped. 

Peres also contended that Syr- 
ian President Hafez AJ Assad has 
not abandoned the idea of def- 
eating Israel, but the Syrian army 
has far to go until it achieves the 
strategic parity necessary to lau- 
nch an “effective” war. 

Speaking during a tour of nor- 
thern settlements near the Leb- 
anese border, Peres said that Isr- 
ael had no interest in maintaining 
a permanent mili tary presence in 
South Lebanon where Israel con- 
trols a lO-to-16-kflometre wide 
area defined as a “security zone”. 
“The Israeli army wfll leave the 
security zone when they (the Syr- 
ians) stop sending car bombs acr- 
oss the border. .We have no int- 
erest in a long-term stay there,” 
Peres said. There have been 15 
attempts by car bombers to attack 
Israeli troops and their Lebanese 
allies since Israel left a force of 
1,000 soldiers in the narrow strip 
during its withdrawal from Leb- 
anon in June last year. 

Peres told reporters that Pre- 
sident Assad “has a long way to 
go” to achieve overall military and 
strategic parity with Israel. 



AAU to reexamine 
Egypt’s membership 


ENVOY SWORN IN; Farouq A1 Qasrawi, the newly- 
appointed permanent ambassador to the U.N. European hea- 
dquarters in Genera, is sworn in on Tuesday before His Majesty King 
Hnssein (Fetra pboto) 


Sharif Zaid calls for 
Arab support of Iraq 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Armed Forces Commander- 
in- Chief, General Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, began an official visit to 
.Sudan on Tuesday with a call on 
all Arab states to back Iraq in its 
war against Iran. 

In an airport statement on arr- 
ival at the head of a military del- 
egation, Gen. Sharif Zaid said 
Jordan supported Iraq “without 
any hesitance or reservation.’' 


He also called for a unified 
Arab stand to check “Israel's exp- 
ansionist and aggressive policies.” 
Gen. Sharif Zaid invited here by 
Sudanese military ruler Gen. 
Abdul Rahman Swareddahab, 
said he would discuss with the 
Sudanese ways to step up coo- 
rdination between the Jordanian 
and Sudanese armies. Jordan, he 
added, was prepared to offer mil- 
itary training help. 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Association of 
Arab Universities (AAU) on Tue- 
sday issued a number of rec- 
ommendations on issues ranging 
from prospects for renewing the 
membership of Egyptian uni- 
versities in the association to set- 
ting up a data bank and other edu- 
cational activities in the Arab 
World. 

Participants at the 19th AAU 
session, which concluded mee- 
tings here Tuesday evening, agr- 
eed to form a tripartite special 
committee to explore possibilities 
of renewing Egyptian universities' 
membership in the association, 
Yarmouk University President 
Adnan Badran said. Dr. Badran 
chaired the three- day-session. 

The special committee will eva- 
luate Egyptian universities’ cur- 
rent trends and forward a final 
report to the forthcoming AAU 
meeting, due to be held at Tishrin 
University in Syria in 1987, Dr. 
Badran said. 

Egyptian universities’ mem- 
bership in the AAU was revoked 
by an urgent AAU meeting in 
Baghdad following the signing of 
the 1979 Egypt-Israel treaty. 

The Amman meetings also rat- 
ified articles in the second part of a 
book on the Palestinian cause, 
currently under print, to be inc- 
luded in Arab universities’ syl- 


labus. A number of Arab scholars 
and eminent researchers have 
embarked on preparing the book. 

Earlier, an item in the agenda of 
the Amman meeting provoked a 
debate among the participants, 
from 35 Arab universities, on des- 
ign a tin 2 a new subject in the cur- 
riculum to be titled "Arab boycott 
of Israel.” 

The representative of the Arab 
Gulf University in the United 
Arab Emirates said that such a 
subject should not be taught sep- 
arately as it was “not the proper 
way of introducing the Palestinian 
cause to students." He rec- 
ommended that the subject be inc- 
luded within the book on Pal- 
estinian cause as a separate cha- 
pter. 

The representative of the King 
Abdul Aziz University of Saudi 
Arabia supported the argument 
and suggested the article in the 
agenda be withdrawn. 

Dr. -Badran said the book on 
Pal estinian cause was set to inc- 
lude the boycott of Israel and rec- 
.oui mended that the article be kept 
as part of the book. The sug- 
gestion was adopted by a show- 
of-hand vote. 

Another recommendation cal- 
led for the setting up of a data 
.bank to be located at the AAU 
General Secretariat based at die 
Yarmouk University liaison office 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq, Iran claim successes in attacks 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
and Iran on Tuesday claimed suc- 
cesses in widely separated Gulf 
-war attacks aslraq’s-cffortto oust 
invasion forces from its Fao Pen- 
insula entered a sixth week. 

Iraq said its aircraft attacked an 
Iranian oil . refinery at Isfahan on 
Tuesday and reduced it to nibble. 

“Our warplanes raided the ref- 
inery at 11:10 a.m. (0810 GMT), 
dropping tons of explosives and' 
reducing it to smoldering piles,” a 
military spokesman said. 

The refinery at Isfahan, in cen- 
tral Iran 400 kilometres, from the 
Iraqi border became operational 
in 1980 with a capacity of 200,000 
barrels day, oil industry sources in 
the Gulf told Reuters. 

Isfahan has been (he target of 


previous Iraqi air attacks, esp- 
ecially early last year when Iraq 
and Iran attacked each other's tit- 
les. 

Tehran Radio broadcast an Ira- 
nian army .communique saying 
Iranian jets bombed an Iraqi eco- 
nomic and military installation 
northwest of Qalaat Salih just 
south of the strategic city of Al 
Amarah in the southern warfront. 

The Iranian communique cla- 
imed the raid at 9:45 a.m. caused 
••irreparable damage” and inf- 
licted heavy casualties. 

Iraq, however, said Iraqi anti- 
aircraft guns forced two Iranian 
planes to flee the Missan area, in 
the same region as Qalaat Salih. 

Qalaat Salih is just south of Al 
Amarah, a strategic city on the 


Basra-Baghdad highway. 

The Iranian artillery also she- 
lled the Iraqi naval base of Umra 
Qasr, Tehran Radio said. 

Irag also reported two attacks' 
On stopping on Tuesday. Iraqi mil- 
itary spokesmen said its navy att- 
acked and destroyed a "middle- 
size naval target." near Iran’s off- 
shore oilfield of Nawruz in the 
northern Gulf at 071 5 GMT and a 
"large naval target” — Iraq's 
usual terminology for a tanker or 
merchant ship — at 0140 GMT off 
the Iranian coast. 

Iraqi planes on Tuesday cri- 
ppled a Cypriot tanker plying for 
Iran in the northern Gulf. 

Shipping officials in the region 
said the" 118,475-ton Ach- 
ievement was hit by a missile while 


Mideast peace search entering 
critical phase, Suddarth says 
Kamal : Every effort should be exerted 


in ballast about 120 kilometres 
south of Iran’s main Kharg Island 
oil export terminal. 

Meanwhile. Arab diplomatic 
■sources were quoted by Reuter as 
saying that the Arab League will 
discuss tile Iran-Iraq war at a mee- 
ting of foreign ministers in Tunis 
on Monday. 

Details of (he agenda of the 
meeting were still being worked 
out and it was not yet known how 
many foreign ministers of the 
21 -member Tunis-based league 
would attend, the sources added. 

Arab League foreign ministers 
last met at an extraordinary ses- 
sion in Tunis in January to debate 
U.S. economic sanctions against 

(Continued on page 2) 


U.S. suffers 
record trade 


deficit 


TOLEDO, Ohio (USIA) — The 
search for peace in the Middle 
East is entering a critical phase, 
with forces of moderation and 
pragmatism being threatened by 
forces of radicalism, a senior U.S. 
State Department official has said 
.at a conference on American - 
Arab relations. 

“It is clearly in our interest to do 
all we can to see that the forces of 
moderation prevail,” Roscoe S. 
Suddarth, acting assistant sec- 
retary of state for Near Eastern 
and South Asian affairs, told those 
at the conference earlier this 
week. 

More than 200 people attended 
the two-day event, sponsored by 
the American- Arab Affairs Cou- 
ncil and co-sponsored by Bowling 

Green State University, in Bow- 
ling Green, Ohio, and the Centre 


for International Studies at the 
University of Toledo. 

Mr. Suddarth, said that military 
security, including the con- 
tinuation of arras sales to Arab 
states, is a major element in the 
support of "moderate, pragmatic” 
leadership in the region. 

’ “Security assistance, arras sales, 
and technology transfers have 
helped build bridges to parties on 
bote sides of the Arab-Israeti dis- 
pute. For 30 years Arab states fri- 
endly to the United States have 
turned largely to us as a source of 
arras and technology — and to the 
□ear exclusion of the Soviet 
Union.” 

The recent failure of Congress 
to support the sales of arms to Jor- 
dan threatens to undermine this 
strategy, Mr. Suddarth said. "Our 
opponents are exploiting the issue 


to feed the assertion that the US. 
is unreliable as a security par- 
tner." 

U.S. policy now faces a key test 
in a proposed sale of arms to Saudi 
Arabia as part of an ongoing 
arras-supply relationship between 
the U.S. and Saudis, the official 
said. Recent years have seen the 
emergence of a growing sense of 
realism and pragmatism con- 
cerning Israel in the Middle East. 
Mr. Suddarth said, adding: 

“Although only Egypt has thus 
far concluded a formal peace, this 
sense of realism recognises Israel's 
legitimate place in the int- 
ernational community and our 
relationship with Israel. It also ref- 
lects our close relations with the 
Arab World and the interest we 

(Continued on page 2) 


Moscow protests against American 
‘ violations of Soviet waters’ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union delivered a note of 
protest to the U.S. embassy on 
Tuesday complaining that Ame- 
rican naval ships violated Soviet 
territorial waters off the Black Sea 
coast. 

The protest note was reported 
by the official news agency TASS, 
which gave no details of who del- 
ivered it nor who received it. 

It was the second note of protest 
delivered by the Foreign Ministry 
in the past eight days. 

Last Tuesday the ministry war- 
ned U.S. Charge cf Affaires Ric- 
hard Combs that a White House 
order that the Soviets reduce their 
United Nations staff violated U.N. 
regulations and endangered sup- 
erpower relations. 

CJ.S. embassy spokesman Jar- 
oslav Verner confirmed that the 
note alleging border violations 


was delivered “through normal 
diplomatic channels.” But he dec- 
lined to answer any other que- 
stions about the exchange. 

The Soviet Union claims ter- 
ritorial waters of 12 nautical miles 
from the coast, and this is rec- 
ognised by the United States and 
other nations. 

TASS said that “a protest note 
was presented to the U.S. embassy 
in Moscow over U.S. warships’ 
violation erf the state border of the 
USSR off the southern coast of the 
Crimea in the Black Sea on March 
13.;’ 

The note warned the embassy 
that ’’the action was of a dem- 
onstrative, defiant nature and pur- 
sued clearly provocative aims,” 
TASS said. 

It also said the incident “was not 
the first time that U.S. naval ships 
deliberately foiled to comply with 


the laws and rules of the USSR 
concerning the regime of Soviet 
territorial waters, the ina- 
dmissibility of which has been 
repeatedly pointed out to the U.S. 
side.” 

In another development, the 
Communist Party daily Pravda 
said on Tuesday U.S. policies on 
strategic and medium-range nuc- 
lear forces and space weapons 
were having an adverse effect on 
superpower arms talks in Geneva. 

Pravda criticised Reagan adm- 
inistration charges of Soviet vio- 
lations of arms control agreements 
as“a propaganda hullabaloo’' 

“The aim bf the U.5. adm- 
inistration's actions is, under the 
cover of statements and reports 
alleging Soviet treaty violations, 
to conceal its own efforts to und- 
ercut and erode the existing sys- 
tem of agreements,” Pravda said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States suffered a record 
5117.7-bflfion deficit in the bro- 
adest measure of its foreign trade 
last year as the country became a 
net debtor for the first time in 71 
years, the Commerce Department 
reported cm Tuesday. 

The department said that the 
deficit on the country’s current 
acoount for 1985 was 9.6 per cent 
above the previous record deficit 
of 5107.4 billion in 1984. 

The current account is the bro- 
adest measure of the country’s 
international transactions because 
it measures not only trade in mer- 
chandise but also in services, mai- 
nly foreign investment flows bet- 
ween countries. 

Up until 1982, the country enj- 
oyed a surplus in the current acc- 
ount because U.S. investment 
earnings overseas were enough to 
cover deficits in merchandise 
trade. 

However, soaring U.S. trade 
deficits have far surpassed the 
small investment surpluses in rec- 
ent years. 

For 1985. the surplus in inv- 
estment earnings totalled S21.4 
bflhon, a slight improvement from 
1984. But the merchandise trade 
deficit last year totalled 5 124 .3 
billion, an 8.9-per cent increase 
over 1984. . , 

The soaring merchandise trade 
deficit and $ 14 .8 billion in transfer 
payments such as foreign aid 
swamped the S21.4 billion inv- 
estment surplus to give the cou- 
ntry the 51 17.7-billion current 
account deficit for the year. 

- The big deficit wiped out the 
small $28.2-biIlk>n surplus die 
United States had at the- (fad of 
1984 in its overseas hnestnietts, 
pushing the country mtofbejstatos 
of net debtor for the fiett time 
since 1914, 

That means foreigners have 
more investments in the United 
States than US. citizens have in 
foreign countries. 
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2 Home- Middle East news 


Junblatt warns of another 


all-out civil war in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Sniper fire crackled across^ 
Beirut’s dividing “Green Line” Tuesday, wounding 
three civilians, as the media trumpeted a warning by 
Drnze warlord Walid Junblatt that a new round of 
all-out civil war was looming. 


Britain also participated, pulled 
out of Lebanon in eariy 1984. 
That was when Mr. Junblatfs 
Drnze irregulars and the Shfite 
AmaJ militia wrested control -of 
West Beirut from the Lebanese 


Police said the three civilians 
were wounded at the mid-city 
Sodeco and Kasskass-MassaJefa 
crossings on foe five- kilometre 
Green Line that slices Beirut into 
Christian and Muslim sectors. 
Both gateways were dosed. 

Parliament Speaker Hussein 
Husseini appealed to militiamen 
to observe a one-day cease-fire on 
the Green Line’s central sector to 
allow him to convene the leg- 
islature to elect its committees. 

The two-story Villa Mansour 
parliament building stands in the 
qo- man’s land on the front line 
dose to the headquarters of a 
60-man French truce observer 
contingent. 

Shortly after Mr. Husseinfs 
appeal, parliament members were 
driving from both sector of the 
capital to VDla Mansour through 
-the Baibur- Museum Crossing, the 
state radio reported. 

In sounding the new war alarm, 
Mr. Junblatt said: “Lebanon is 
heading towards a new explosion. 
The war -will resume. Every parly 
is preparing for it.” 

Mr- Junblatt spoke in Algiers in 


an interview with a French tel- 
evision station. f 

He reminded the French of the, 
heavy price they paid for par- 
ticipating in a Multinational Force 
(MNF) after Israel’s 1982 inv- 
asion of Lebanon. 

Muslim fundamentalists have 
kidnapped eight Frenchmen in 
West Beirut One of the factions, 
the shadowy Shfite Muslim Isl- 
amic Jihad, or Islamic Holy War, 
claimed on March 5 it killed one of 
the four men it held, research ana- 
lyst Michel Seurat. 

“I advise France not to get inv- 
olved militarily in Lebanon 
again,” Mr. Junblatt said. 

He reminded die French of the 
heavy price they paid for par- 
ticipating in a Multinational Force 
MNF after Israel's 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon. 

Mr. Junblatt was referring to 
the October, 1983; suicide car 
bombings of tile MNF s U.S. Mar- 
ine headquarters and the French 
para troop command in Beirut 
The attacks killed 241 Americans 
and 59 Frenchmen. 

The MNF, in which Italy and 


army. 

The city has been plagued by 
assassinations, hold-ups, bank 
robberies and kidnappings ever 
since. A string of Syrian-backed- 
security plans has failed to curb 
the anarchy. 

Under the latest plan, an enl- 
arged task force of 425 Druze and 
Shi ite militiamen would be dep- 
loyed in eight districts to dose 
armed militia centres and get fig- 
hters off the streets. 


They will back up a force of 500 
Muslim soldiers and state pol- 
icemen ordered to restore law and 
order in west Beirut 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
declared Monday the new plan 


and the National Security Council 
met members of the hostages’ 
famili es “to discuss the ongoing 
intensive efforts” to win the hos- 
tages’ release. 

He rave no indication that the 
US. efforts were yielding results 
but said quiet diplomacy was jud- 
ged to be the best way of dealing 
with foe hostage situation. 

Mr. Redman noted that Sunday 
was the second anniversary of foe 
captivity of U.S. diplomat William . 
Buckley and the first anniversary 
of foe seizure of Terry Anderson, 
Associated Press bureau chief in 
Beirut. 

The Islamic Jihad (holy war) 
group said in a statement last Oct- 
ober that Buckley had been exe- 
cuted. But Mr. Redman said foe 
administration was operating on 
the assumption that all the kid-, 
napped Americans were still alive. ^ 


was underway. But police said foe 
deployment was held up for one or 
two days because or “logistical 


considerations.” 

Meanwhile the Reagan adm- 
inistration called Monday for foe 
release of hostages held in Leb- 
anon and said it was making int- 
ensive efforts to seek the freedom 
of six Americans. 

State Department Spokesman 
Charles Redman made the appeal 
after officials of the department 


50 skeletons found in cave near Sidon I UNRWA 


SIDON (AP) — About 50 ske- 
letons have been discovered in a 
small cave near tbe southern port 
dty of Sidon and police speculated 
Tuesday they may have been Pal- 
estinians kilted in an Israeli array 
interrogation centre. 

But they stressed there was no 
indication at this stage how foe 
people died. 

The remains will be examined 
by forensic experts to determine 
when foe victims were killed, pol- 
ice said. 

The skulls and bones were dis- 
covered Monday in the cave on 


Sharhabfl Hill overlooking Sidon, _ 
45 kilometres south of Beirut. 

Police said a Lebanese soldier 
from Sidon' s army garrison stu- 
mbled cm foe cave when he was 

lairing a walk. 

The hill was a strongpoint held 
by tiie Israelis and their mainly 
Falangist allies of foe South Leb- 
anon Army (SLA) militia after foe 
Israelis’ invaded Lebanon in 1982 
to drive out Palestinian com- 
mandos. police reported. 

The area around foe hilltop 
cave is thinly inhabited. 

After foe Israelis withdrew 


from the region in 1984, it was 
taken over by foe Falangist Leb- 
anese Forces militia. 


driver 


They were driven out by 
Syrian-backed opposition militias 
in April last year. 

Since then, leftists of the Nas- 
serite Popular Liberation Army 
have controlled Shaifaabil, which 
overlooks foe Awali River just 
north of Sidon. 


kidnapped 
in Beirut 


Mass graves of people kid- 
napped and killed in Lebanon’s 
1 1 -year-old dvQ war have been 
found in the area in recent years. 


Abu Iyad vows to escalate struggle 


AL AIN, UAE (Agencies) — A 
senior Palestinian official Tuesday 
vowed to escalate military struggle 
against IsraeL, along with mai- 
ntaining political and diplomatic 
moves for a settlement of the 
Middle East problem. 

At a press conference held in Al 
Am, 1 50 kilometres north of Abu 
Dhabi, Salah Khalaf said “exp- 
erience te". taught us that dip- 
lomacy and politics are worth not- 
hing if they are not accompanied 
by military struggle.” 

Salah Khalaf, known as Abu 


itions which would enable them to 
eacalg te military operations aga- 
inst LaaeJL* 

Abu Iyad also charged the Uj». 
was responsible for “dispersing 
the Palestinian commandos from 
Beirut to the Arab countries m 
1982.” 

At the press conference, Abu 
Iyad sent positive signals to the 
Syrian g over nm ent, in di c ating a 
possible recousaderalion of the 
FLO’S rejection of the Syrian- 
backed Lebanese peace agr- 
eement. 


Iyad, is a member of the Fateh 
Central Committee and foe sec- 


Central Committee and foe sec- 
ond man in command of the mov- 
ement after PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

Abu Iyad made the same pledge 
at an overnight lecture which he 
delivered at foe United Arab Emi- 
rates University at Al Ain. He 
said that all the Palestinian fig- 
hters who left Beirut following the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
1982 were “entrenched in pos- 


*■ Although the agreement (sig- 
ned by Lebanese Falangist ami 
opposition political powers in 
Damascus) has negative points, it 
migh t have crucial elements for 
the Lebanese,” AbuTyad said. 


On Monday Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said he 
would reject any offer to trade’ 
braefi-occonied Arab laid for 
~peacef after tafcmg over a prime 
jnmister in October, state radio 
reported. 

“If any Arab power offers ter- 
ritorial compromise, I would not 
accept it,” be was quoted as tel ling 
a parliamentary committee. “But 
I would see it as a sign of growing 
(Arab) flexibility.” 

Shamir, leader of the Likud 
Bloc, is due to swap jobs with 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres in 
seven months under a rotation 
agreement signed after the inc- 
onclusive 1984 national elections. 


BEIRUT (R) — Gunmen Tue- 
sday kidnapped a Palestinian 
working for the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pal- 
estinian refugees (UNRWA) in 
| the fifth abduction of an UNRWA 
i employee this year, foe U.N. body 
said. 

Zalri Hamadeh, a 49-year-old 
: driver, was seized by five men in 

I an unmarked white Mercedes who 
forced his vehicle to a halt soon 
after dawn in the southern suburbs 
of mainJy~Muslimwest Beirut. An 
UNRWA, , statement said , they 
made no attempt to seize Pal- 
estillian pawnyw tra velling with 
Hamadeh. 

An UNRWA spokeswoman 
said UN. officers were .working 
urgently “with various parties’’ for 
Hamadeh's release. 


30,000 
Ethiopians 
return home 


Peres’ Labour Party supports 
te idea of trading parts of the 


He reiterated foe PLO’s rej- 
ection of foe U.N. Security Cou- 
ncil Resolutions 242 and 338, but 
. expressed foe PLO’s readiness to 
improve relations with tbe Jor- 
danian government. 


the idea of trading parts of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza in 
return for a peace settlement with 
Arab neighbours. Shamir says die 
areas, captured in foe 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. belonged to the Bib- 
lical land of Israel and should not 
be returned. 


GENEVA (R) — More than 
30.000 Ethiopian refugees have 
returned to their home province of 
Ttgre in the north of foe country 
from neighbouring Sudan in the 
past six weeks, a United Nations 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

A further 15,000 have reg- 
istered with UN. refugee officials 
to follow later, the spokesman 
said. 
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lions Amman CU. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 130 pjn. 

Lions PMad^Mn C fab. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 730 pan. 


‘ A French exhibztioa oa Eta dire 
at the Royal Cultural Centre ( 
March 27) 


every Wednesday at tbe Holiday Inn, 


* Book extabitkxi at Ann Hbtd org- 
mtised by Yarmouk Univer s i ty. 
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Mubarak, 
Li discuss 
Mideast 


Chadian troops push against rebels 


“A 11 civilised governments sho- 
uld join together in demanding 
that those governments with a 
demonstrated ability to influence 
the captors use their influence to 
bring about foe immediate, unc- 
onditioned release of all hos- 


tages.” 

“We call for the safe and 
prompt return for all tbe hos- 
tages,” be said, noting that 
French. British, Italian and Leb- 
anese hostages were also being 
held in Lebanon. 


CAIRO (AP) — Chaa joshed j 
Egypt Tuesday in supporting an ! 
agreement between Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (FLO) on a joint str- 
ategy for peace with Israel, an , 
Egyptian spokesman said. 

Information Minister SafwatAi ; 
Sherif tokl reporters foe Pal- 
estinian problem figured pro- 
minently in almost two boms erf 
talks between President Hosni 
Mubarak and Chinese President I 
Li Xiannian. 1 

Mr. Li arrived in Cairo Monday 
for foe official part of an eight-day 
visit 

“The two presidents discussed 
the Palestinian problem as one of 
the most important complicated 
and sensitive issues of our time,” 
Mr. Sherif said. 

“They consider that foe Feb- 
ruary 1985 agreement between 
Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation is a positive 
baas for movement to achieve the 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and that greater efforts are req- 
uired by all parties.” 

The agreement called for joint 
efforts toward a settlement with 
Israel based on trading peace for 
the occupied West B ank and Gaza 
and establishment of a Palestinian 
state confederated with Jordan. It 
also provided for peace talks thr- 
ough an international conference 
sponsored by die United Nations. 

* Mr. Sherif said Mr. Li and Mr.* 
Mubarak also discussed foe Iran- 
Iraq war and “Chinese and Egy- 
ptian foreign policies at the int- 
ernational level.” He quoted Mr. 
Mubarak as saying there was “an 
identity of views on the subjects 
discussed.” * 

Mr. Li is returning a visit Mr. 
Mubarak made to China in 1983, 
and Mr. Sherif said the Chinese 
leader invited foe Egyptian pre- 
sident to visit China again “at his 
convenience.” 

Mr. Li is on an Africa- Asia tour 
that already has taken him to Ban- 
gladesh and Sri Lanka. He will 
travel to Somalia and Madagascar 
after leaving Egypt on Friday. 


N’DJAMENA (R) Gov- 
ernment troops have destroyed a 
rebel base m northern Chad, a mil- 
itary statement said, and dip- 
lomats said foe report signalled an 
apparent posh to oust Libyan- 
backed forces from the Central 
African state. 

The statement, broadcast on 
official radio Monday night, said 
troops of President ffissene Habre 
destroyed the base of Qncha, 100 
kilometres north of foe Ifith par- 
allel dividing Chad’s rebel-held, 
north, from the government*- 
controlled south. 

It said tiie. attack took place 
after “Lilian provocateurs” were 
intercepted near the government 
outpost (rf Koro Toro. 

The seizure of Chicha would 
mark the most northerly posh by 
government troops since! Chad 
was split in two in 1983 after Fra- 
nce sent more than 3,000 troops 
into its former colony. 

France withdrew its troops .one 


year later after helping Mr. Habre 
repel a rebel offensive launched 
by Libyan-backed former Cha- 
dian President Goukouni Ooe- 
ddd, and a lull of more than two 

years foUowed before civil war fla- 
red again last inontiL . 

Since then, diplomats in 
N 1 Pjamenahave been speculating 
that Mr. Habre, who has greatly 
strengthened his position during 
the past year, could launch a nor* 
thwaid push. . 

The radio said troops of Libya’s 
“Islamic Legion” were based at 
Qncha, and di plomat s said the 
seizure <rf the outpost could signal 
foe start of an offensive by Mr. 
Habre to oust foe forces of his 
enemy Goukouni from Chad.. 

Western intelligence sources 
estimate the rebel military 
strength in northern Chad at aro- 
und 8,000 men, backed by roughly 
the same number of Libyan forces. 

Libya says it has advisers in the 
north of foe land-locked country. 


bat no troops. 

France sent a deterrent force 
including warfdanes back into 
Chad last month following foe 


Buttbe latest in a series of 
French interventions followed a 
s u cc e ssful counter-attack by Mr. 
Habre’s own troops, who pushed 
Go u k o u n Ts men bade behind the 
. 16th parallel. 

Chadian officiate have said foe 
morale of Mr. Habre's mens high 
and the time ripe for a northern 
push. 

Mr. Habre’s position has been 
greatly strengthened recentiy fol- 
lowing increasing dissension wit- 
hin GoukounTs Transitional Gov- 
ernment of National Union 
' (GUNT) and the rallying to the 
N'Djamena ride' of hundreds of 
southern rebels. 

Civil war has raged sporadically 
for 20 years in Chad, one of the 
world’s most impoverished nat- 
ions. 


Suddarth: Mideast effort entering critical phase 


(Continued from page 1) 
sho w in Arab security and welfare, 
as well as' a desire ou the part of 
Arab states to defuse the conflict 
in order to promote their own 
economic and political dev- 
elopment.” 

This pragmatism was reflected 
in discussions last year among tiie 
United States, Israel, and Jordan 
on ways to advance the peace pro- 
cess and although the parties did 
not resolve foe issues of dispute, 
si gnifican t progress was achieved, 
he. said. 

At the same time, said Mr. Sud- 
darth, there has been in recent 
years a countervailing dev- 
elopment in the form of growing 
radicalism and polarisation in the 
Middle East. “For the first time in 
three decades, recent events make 
it increasingly difficult for us to 
m aintain the balanced approach 
which has worked so well in adv- 
ancing the interests of the U.S.- 
Israel, and moderate Arab sta- 


Peres likens 


Le Pen to 


Kahane 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime . 
Minister Shimon Peres said the 
extreme right-wing National 
Front which won nearly 10 per 
cent of the vote in France’s ele- 
ctions endangered democracy in 
the same way as Israel's militant 
Rabbi Mezr Kahane, 

“When a quasi-fascisl tparty like 
foe Le Pen party gains 10 per cent, 

I believe it worries not only tbe 
French people but every person in 
a democratic country” he told a 
North American immigrant org- 
anisation Monday night. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, president 
of the National Front, favours- 
expelling immigrants, many of 
them from North Africa. 

Mr. Peres drew a comparison 
with 'Kahane, a U-S.-born mem- 

to expdAr^Kfrom IsradMci^ 
occupied territories. 


tes.” 

He cited Islamic extremism fue- 
led by the Iranian revolution, wid- 
espread acts of terrorism, and the 
Iran-Iraq war as examples of rad- 
icalism that destabilise tbe region 
and threaten the efforts of mod- 
erate Arab leaders. 

Mr. Suddarth said that for nea- 
rly 40 years the United States has 
defined its interests in the Middle 
East broadly and has worked to 
encourage, dialogue and coo- 
peration among responsible gro- 
ups in the region. - . •’ 

Since World War ll, the United 
States has maintained its "com- 
mitment to the security of Israel as 
well as maintaining close ties with 
moderate Arab countries, he said. 

**Our influence as a mediator in 
tbe search for peace is based on 
the trust, confidence, and fri- 
endship we enjoy with both sides 
and on our ability to help support 
their legitimate needs,” he sakL 
The constructive role of the 
-U.S. in the Middle East contrasts 
sharply with that of the Soviet 
Union. Mr. Suddarth contended. 

“By giving foe nod to radical 
forces, foe Soviet Union has lost 
credit with moderate Arabs, with 
foe growing number of pra- 
gmatists. It has little equity aud 
few assets in foe region. And wit- 
hout diplomatic relations with Isr- 
ael and with limited diplomatic 
ties and bilateral relations in foe 
Arab world, the Soviet'Union has 


no more than a peripheral role to 
pity in the peace process.” 

Mr. Suddarth concluded by ass- 
uring his audience that the U.S. 
re mains committed to maintaining 
constructive relations with the 
Arabs and Israelis and to working 
toward peaceful settlements of 
disputes in the region. 

“And we will work to maintain 
the programmes of security ass- 
istance that are among our ess- 
ential tools as we seek to ensure 
tha t pragmatic, realistic forces 
prevail over those who would rad- 
icalise and polarise this important 
region.” 

• Mohamed Kama!. Jordan's 
ambassador to the United States, 
told the gathering that no matter 
how difficult it may be to achieve, 
every effort must be made to bring 
peace to the Middle East. 

“We look for the day when all 
children in. the Middle East will 
look forward to a future without 
tension and war. We want' the 
mothers and fathers of future gen- 
erations to nurture their families 
in a cHraate of hope, optimism, 
and tolerance,” he said. 

"His Majesty King Hussein has 
laboured all his life in the pursuit 
of peace in our part of the world. 
And he has done so believing that 
foe achievement of peace in the 
Middle East must include all the 
voices to this tragic conflict.” 

Mr. Kama! said that King Hus- 
sein's unsuccessful efforts to ini- 
tiate negotiations involving Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
animation (PLO) have resulted in 
disappointment — ••dis- 
appointment not at the effort or 
the intensity of concern, but over 
the failure of parties to take this 
opportunity to move forward in 
good faith in the pursuit of peace 
in our homeland.” 

For peace negotiations to suc- 


ceed, he said, the United States 
must play foe central role. “Your 
country is, therefore, in a special 
position of trust, and we are gre- 
atful for the efforts of President 
Reagan.” 

The setback in King Hussein’s 
peace efforts was compounded by 
the recent refusal by Congress to 
approve the sale of arms to Jor- 
dan. Mr. Kamal said. “Please 
remember, security assistance not 
only helps Jordan, it assists in the 
security of all people of the entire 
region, and it very directly serves 
the security interests of our friend, 
the United States.” 


U.S. Congressman Nick J. Rah- 
all, said that recognition of the 
rights of Palestinians is vital to 
achieve peace. “We are all int- 
erested in peace in the Middle 
East. It is definitely in the best 
interest of the United States to sec 
a peaceful, thriving Middle East,” 
he said. 

“Without the promise that this 
right will be implemented as part 
of any settlement, neither Yasser 
Arafat nor King Hussein, nor any 
present or future Arab leader will 
be able to negotiate a lasting peace 
with Israel.” Mr. Rahall said. 


“Pressure must be put on all 
parties to accept the basic fact that 
the Palestinians have rights and 
these rights must be protected. 
And 1 feel strongly that the one in 
the best position to champion 
these rights credibly is the United 

States.” _ , 

Nizar Hamdoon. Iraq's amb- 
assador to the United States, said 
chat his country has promoted sta- 
bility by resisting Iranian agg- 
ression in the Gulf states region. If 
Iraq's military effort had collapsed 
two or three years ago, *Tra sure 
you would see a for different reg- 
ion today.” he saidL 


Iraq, Iran claim successes 


(Continued from page 1) 

Libya. 

In Dubai, British Foreign Office 
Minister Timothy Renton said on 
Tuesday mediation by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar offered the best hope to 
end foe Iran-Iraq- war. 

Mr. Renton, addressing a news 
conference at the end of a three- . 
nation Gulf tour, reiterated Bri- 
tain’s readiness to consider any 
Kuwaiti request for military ass- 


istance. 


He said Britain's main objective 
was to bring Iran and Iraq to the 
negotiating table, “preferably 
under the umbrella of the 
secretary-general of foe U.N. bec- 
ause we believe that it is with him 
that foe greatest hope ties.” 


Mr. Renton declined to ela- 
borate on what kind of aid Britain 
might be willing to extend to 
Kuwait. - 
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Syrian industry minister 
arrives for discussions on 
joint economic projects 


AMMAN (Petra) Syrian Min- 
ister of Indastiy AH Tarabulsi arr- 
ived in Amman Tuesday on a visit 
to Jordan expected to last several 
days. Hewflf hold talks with Min- - 
ister of Industry and Trade Rajai 
Muasher on bolstering 
Jordanian-Syrian cooperation in 
industrial affairs. 

In a statement upon arrival at- 
the border post of Ramtha. die 
Syrian minister said that he and 
Jordanian officials will rHsaiss 
joint Syrian-Jordanian projects 
which, he said, are designed to 
achieve Economic integration 


between the two countries and to 
form a nod cos for pan-Arab eco- 
nomic integration. 

Mr. Tarabolsi said that the joint 
Jordanian-Syrian projects are 
successfol, but he hoped they will 
achieve further progress- 

In his talks here the minister 
said he will discuss subjects per- 
taining to foe Arab min i s te rs of 
industry meeting due to beheld at 
the end of this year. Jo rdanian off- 
icials were on band to greet Mr. 
Tarabolsi upon has arrival in Ram- 
tha. 


China keen to develop cultural 
ties with Jordan, official says 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Chinese 
■official Tuesday emphasised 
China’s interest in develo ping its 
cultural ties with Jordan and he 
said that China will honour its 
commitment to execute a bilateral 
cooperation agreement in cultural 
affairs in 1986 and 1987. 

The pledge came in a statement 
by Mr. Qriang Chun, the deputy 
■ director of the ChineseMinistiy of 
Culture’s Foreign Relations Dep- 
artment, who is currently on a visit 
to Jordan at the head of an o fficial 

delegation. 

Mr. Chun, who was speaking at 
a meeting with Minister of Inf- 
ormation and Culture Moh- 
ammad A1 Khatib, said that China 
will continue to back Arab cou- 
ntries in tbeir efforts against for- 
eign intervention and in their end- 
eavours to achieve development 
and progress, according to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Chon voiced admiration for 
Jordan’s rapid progress in dif- 
ferent fields, particularly in cul- 


tural- affairs, and praised Jor- 
danian-Chinesejcultural ties, Petra 
said. 

During the meeting, which was 
also attended by Chinese Amb- 
assador in Amman Chang Jin, Mr. 
Khatib ■ reviewed Jordanian- 
Chinese relations and referred to 
China’s stand vis a vis die Arab 
causes, particularly the Palestine 
question. 

The mmktp.r praised China’s 
support for Jordan's policy des- 
igned to find a just aiKi permanent 
solution to the Arab-kraeli con- 
flict through an in terna ti onal con- 
ference to be attended by the con- 
cerned parties and members of the 
United Nations Security Council. 
At die meeting, Mr. Gran exc- 
hanged token gifts with the min- 
ister and extended an invitation to 
Mr. Khatib to visit Chin a. 

The Chinese delegation later 
visited Yarmonk University in 
Irbid and were briefed by nffim k 
cm its development and pro- 
gramrhes. 


if 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab legal specialist arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mr. Mohammad MDco, director of the Arab 
Centre for Research in Legal and Judicial Affairs, arrived in 
Amman Tuesday for a visit to Jordan expected to last several 
days. Mr. MDco is expected to meet with Justice Minister Riyad A1 
Shaka’a to discuss an agenda for the Arab Justice Ministers’ 
Council meeting due to open in Rabat, Morocco, on April 14. He 

will also meet with Jordanian judges and visit courts to familiarise 
himself with their procedures and systems. 

Petra director Ieayes f of Majrakeish w ;: !l * 7 


AMMAN (Petra) — Mr. Jawad Maraqa, the director general of 
the Jordanian News Agency, Petra, left for Marakesh Tuesday to 
take part in a meeting of a committee grouping directors of Arab 
and foreign news agencies. The committee is expected to discuss a 
number of subjects including training courses for journalists and 
meetings between Arab newspaper editors and their American, 
British and European colleagues. The meeting wiD be a follow up 
to another one held in London last October. 

Yarmouk to attend talks on chemistry 

AMMAN- (Petra) — Yarmouk University’s Chemistry Dep- 
artment wiD participate in the 13 conference on chemistry in 
support of development which win open at the Salah Eddine 
University in Iraq on March 21. The university’s delegation will 
include assistant professor at the department. Dr. Sultan Abu 
Urabi, and Sami Kbader, a chemist and a member of the Jordan 
Chemistry Society's executive committee. Dr. Atm Urabi will 
submit a paper on chemical reactions and studies on the com- 
pounds of petrol. 

Jerash club holds exhibition 

JERASH (Petra) — The Young Women’s Chib in Jerash has 
organised an exhibition on the twin anniversaries of Karameh 
Day and Family Day on March 21. On display at the week-long 
exhibition are paintings and flower arrangements, national cos- 
tumes, photographs of the battle of Karameh and handicrafts .The 
opening ceremony was attended by officials and invited guests. 


AAU concludes meetings 


(Continued from page 1) 
in Amman. 

The formation of a special 
committee to determine equ- 
ivalents of degrees gained from 
foreign universaties was also rec- 
ommended. The committee was 
charged to prepare a guidebook to 
include names of such universities 
and to be distributed at Arab uni- 
versities. 

The participants also agreed to 
name the University of Jordan as a 
centre for university thesis for post 
graduates in the Arab World. 

Another recommendation cal- 


led for convening a pan-Arab 
sports festival for university stu- 
dents. The University of Jordan 
was elected to host the first fes- 
tival. 

The Amman session also rev- 
iewed the budget for printing an 
Arab World atlas, currently under 
preparation. 

At the end of the session, the 
participants suggested sending a 
cable of appreciation to His Maj- 
esty King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
for hosting Ae AAU meeting in 
Jordan. 


Palme murder suspect is rightist 


. (Gmtisued from page 1) 
through a reverse mirror af police 
headquarters on Monday, had foi- 
led to pick out the Suspect on an 
identification stand 
Mr. Palme was shot in the back 
with a powerful .357-calibre 
Magnum revolver as he and his 
wife walked unguarded through 
downtown Stockholm on Feb. 28. 
Hk wife was grazed. by a bullet. 

Stockholm Police Com- 
missioner Hans Holmex said on 
Monday be had asked for West 
German help to determine if the 
man oould bave'&ed the 357 rev-' 
olver used in the tiffing. 

Police .said analysts at the West 
'Ger man federal criminal office in . 



Wiesbaden expected to complete 
tests in a few days of the clothes 
worn by the Swede. . 

Expresses reported on Monday 
that preliminary tests in Swedish 
laboratories indicated that there 
were gunpowder stains on 1 the 
murder suspect's jacket but that 
West German experts could pro- 
vide a more thorough analysis. 

The court wfll rule on Thmsday 
on whether the evidence produced*) 
so far is sufficient to justify Gun- 
narssoo’s continued detention. - 

Gunnarsson followed Mr. 
Fahhie on a visit to Denmark in 
1983, a Danish newspaper said 
Tuesday. 


Syrian Minister of Industry Ah Tarabtha speaks to reporters upon his arrival in Amman on Tuesday 
(Petra photo) 

No change expected in French position 
on Mideast issues, envoy says 


% Samir Hiyari 

Special to toe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — France is not exp- 
ected to change its position with 
regard to Arab questions fol- 
lowing the success of the rightist* 
parties in the latest French par- 
liamentary elections,. French 
Ambassador to Jordan Patrick 
Leclercq said here Tuesday. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, the ambassador said that 
Franco- Arab relations have not 
changed since the 1960s and since 
de Gaulle, the four presidents and 
the French governments have 
m ain tam ed almost the same pol- 
icies regarding their relations with 
the Arab countries. 

France calls for justice for. all 
peoples and main tains fts support 
for a total Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab lands occupied since 1967 to 
allow the region to five in peace, 
the ambassador said. He said Fra- 


nce supports the Palestinian peo- 
ple in their endeavours to regain 
their legitimate rights. 

“Over the past 20 years, France 
has not deviated from this course 
of policy regardless of the gov- 
ernments in power,* 1 Mr. Leclercq 
added. He said: “Therefore Fra- 
nce will not introduce any changes 
in its official policy following a vic- 
tory by the rightist parties in the 
elections.” 

14 We would like to assure the 
Arab people that France will, pur- 
sue its role in an independent cap- 
acity or wi thin the European and 
the international communities and 
the United Nations Security Cou- 
ncil to try to find solutions to Mid- 
dle East problems,” the amb- 
assador stressed. Mr. Leclercq 
said that France will continue the 
search for a just solution to the 
Arab-Israeti conflict and will 
make every possible attempt to 
achieve that goal.” 


Breakdancers raise JD 7,000 
for national cancer centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) in Jordan Tuesday rec- 
eived a cheque for JD 7,000. the 
proceeds of four performances in 
Amman by an American bre- 
ak dan ring group. Ma gnific ent 
Force from the South Bronx in 
New York City. The cheque was 
handed to GUVS President Abd- 
ullah A1 Khatib by U.S. Amb- 
assador in Amnutf Paul Boeker. 

The groups .^fckJj'hjnived Jipje 
from. Bahrain .op, Jdgrch 1, pre- . 
sented performances at the Palace ' 
of Culture under the sponsorship 
of the American Centre and the 
National Fund for the Amal Can- 
cer Centre. 

At the presentation ceremony. 
Dr. Khatib voiced GUVS’ app- . 
redation to the American troupe 
for the contribution which, he 
said, will be used to help finance 
the establishment of the national 
Amal cancer centre in Jordan. 

Dr. Khatib recalled that the 


American Centre had earlier arr- 
anged for a team from the Jor- 
danian centre to tour a number of 
cancer centres in the United States 
to acquaint themselves with the 
systems and services and to ben- 
efit from, tbeir experience in run- 
ning the projected Jordanian cen- 
tre. The ambassador voiced his 
satisfaction and delight that the 
U.S. has been able to contribute to 
the establishment of the Jordanian 
centre which : wiD- -offer 'hum- 
anitarian services to cancer vic- 
tims. ’ ‘V 

According to a GUVS spo- 
kesman, work on the project wfll 
start eariy next year at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan’s premises. The 
initial stage of the project, he said, 
is expected to cost JD 1 million of 
which JD 500,000 has so far been 
raised through donations. The 
spokesman also said that GUVS 
plans to launch a three-day cam- 
paign on April 30 to collect fur- 
ther contributions for the project. 


GUVS approves 1986 budget, 
reviews activities of past year 


AMMAN (Petra) —The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) in Amman Municipality 
Tuesday approved the union’s JD 
170,000 budget for last year and 
endorsed the union’s 1986 draft 
budget of JD 237,000 in a meeting 
charred by the union’s president, 
Mr. Fakhii AJ BflbeisL 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, which reported the meeting 
said that the main activities of the 
union in 1985 centred around 
supporting voluntary societies and 
• their activities, in the organisation . 
of bazaars, fund raising events and 
participation in various other soc- 
ial activities. 

The union also assisted in sup- 


plying children’s libraries with 
books, introducing computers into 
some of the kindergartens which 
are owned by the union and est- 
ablishing the “one-piastre a- 
day-campaign." 

GUVS also organised training 
workshops for soda! leaders and 
kindergarten teachers and carried 
out a survey on the role of vol- 
untary sooeties is soda! work. The 

union also started work on phase 
one of its permanent site bunding 
which is to be built on a total area 
of 1,600 square metres. This bui- 
lding wfll house the administrative 
and financial department for vol- 
untary societies and wfll serve as 
the union’s headquarters. 


Salt police round up thieves 


SALT (J.T.) — Police in Salt have 
apprehended a robber who broke 
into several public organisations, 
government departments and pri- 
vate businesses. The 30-year old 
thief, identified only as 
MAMJL, admitted that he bad 
been breaking and entering since 
1982. 

According to Brigadier Ghaleb 
Dumur, the director of police in 
Balqa regno, the arrested man 
had committed 13 thefts and rob- 
beries including breaking into the 
Department of Social Dev- 
elopment, two schools, the ele- 
ctricity company’s offices and a 
centre for the distribution of cem- 
ent in Salt One of the complaints 
was registered at the police dep- 
artment in Salt on Feb'. 27, 1986 
by the director of the social dev- 
elopment office who said that a 
burglar had entered fixe building 
by breaking a window. Brig.’ 
' Dumur said. 

He continued that on Mazda 13, 
a butcher in Salt complained to die 
police that his store had been bro- 
ken into and that JD 35 was mis- 
sing from a drawer. The police 
rounded up some suspects and 
then homes were searched, Jea- 
rfing -tn the arrest of the thief who 


admitted committing the rob- 
beries. Brig. Dumnr added. He 
said police found tools which the 
thie f had used to carry out his 
break-ins and burglaries. 

Daring interrogation, the thief 
admitted to stealing large sums of 
money over, the "past roar years 
and named different places he had 
broken into, mostly at night, 

Apart from taking cash, the/ 
thief admitted to stealing different' 1 
items worth at least JD 1 ,500. 

According to Brig. Dumur, sev- 
eral robberies were reported to 
have occurred in Balqa region 
since the beginning of this year 

and one of those apprehended was 

an Egy ptian who admitted ste- 
aling a total of 1800 Egyptian 
pounds from his friends and acq- 
uaintances. The thief, aged 28 and 
identified as A.T.H. said he had 
been committing the thefts in col- 
laboration with his younger bro- 
ther. 

Brig. Dumur said that the police 
department in Balqa has also app- 
rehended two groups of you- 
ngesters who were stealing do- 
mes, electrical appliances and 
other items from a number of sto- 
res and homes. 


Hostages in Lebanon 

In reply to a question, Mr. Lec- 
lercq said that the French people, 
regardless of the type of gov- 
ernment they have, are unified in 
their stand with regard to the que- 
stion of the French hostages in 
Beirut. “We are determined to 
bring about a release of the hos- 
tages and we hope to make this 
very clear to all the Lebanese 
factions and 'all parties in Leb- 
anon." he added. 

On the question of Lebanon, 
the ambassador said: “France res- 
pects Lebanon's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity and ind- 
ependence and also backs all eff- 
orts by the Lebanese to find a sol- 
ution to their problems. “1 am sure 
that the new government of Fra- 
nce will lay down a policy along 
these principles becanse France 
mam lams a special relationship 
with the Lebanese people.” the 
ambassador said. 

The ambassador concluded by 
saying that be was quite impressed 
by Jordan's interest in the French 
elections which, he said, means 
anything that happens in France is 
regarded of real significance to 
this region. “This is quite imp- 
ortant," headded, “because Fra- 
nce attaches special importance to 
its relations with the Middle East 
and both sides have a common 
denominator, since they belong to 
the same geographic group aro- 
und tiie Mediterranean. This gives 
us a feeling of solidarity with the 
peoples of this region.” The amb- 
assador said that he was pleased to 
see that this feeling of solidarity is 
being redprrated' by the Arab 
commies at large: 1 


TCC plans to increase operating 
range of radio telephones in cars 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Thncs Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation 
(TCC) has plans to increase the 
coverage of its radio telephone 
system in private cars from the 
present 35 kilometre radius aro- 
und Amman, to cover the whole 

Km gftnrm, T nmmii niratifwt Min. 

ister Muhieddine AJ Husseini said 

^The^Cf?* nation-wide radio 
telephone service wfll be imp- 
lemented in the first quarter of 
1987, Mr. Husseini, who is also 
chairman of TCC board of dir- 
ectors, told the Jordan Times in an 
interview. 

Japan’s Nippon Electric Com- 
pany (NEC) is currently con- 
ducting the expansion study and 
plan in cooperation with the cor- 
poration. The existing system, 
which was launched last Sep- 
tember at a cost of JD 5 million 
and instaUed by Japan’s C. Itob & 
Company, has 2,000 units exp- 
andable to 10;000 units and it 
operates within a 35 kilometre 
radius of Amman. 

Loans 

The project, financing for which 
was secured from non-Jordanian 
funds in the form of long-term 
loans, has at present collected JD 
two million and proved to be “a 
very successful and civflised pro- 
ject,” said tiie minister. 

“The TCC is meeting its- fin- 
ancial dues — in the form of int- 
erest rates and parts of the paid up 
capita] — on time,” he 
When the radio telephone system 
was first introduced last Sep- 
tember it faced various problems 
and the figure of subscriptions was 
below the expected level due to 
the high cost of the installation 
and annual subscription fees. 
Until tiie end of December, there 
were approximately 150 sub- 
scribers enjoying radio telephone 
services from their private cars. 

However, a January cabinet 
decision which introduced major 
cuts in the install ation and annual 
subscription fees from JD 3,000 to 
JD 1,000 and from JD 750 to JD 
500 respectively encouraged more 
subscriptions. The cabinet also 
cancelled a J D 700 insurance fee. 

The TCC. the minister said, is at 
present offering its radio tel- 
ephone services to 550 subscribers 
and he added that an average of 
five connections are made each 
day. 

. . • . 


There are hundreds of other 
subscribers wishing to benefit 
from this service and they are on 
the TCCs waiting list since the 
installation of radio telephone 
devices takes more time than reg- 
ular telephone connections, he 
explained. 

The minister indicated that sub- 
scribers who paid the earlier fees 

— before the January cabinet dec- 
ision — ■ have also benefitted from 
the decision since the differences 
between the old and new fee? wfll 
be directly deducted from their 
moodily dues. 

New procedure for telephone 
bills 

In another development, Mr. 
Husseini said that tiie TCC has 
adopted a new procedure to col- 
lect unpaid monthly telephone 
bills from 1986. Under the new 
regulations, the TCC will grant 
regular telephone subscribers a 
maximum of45 days to settle tbeir 
monthly bills, from the date of iss- 
uing that tail. 

If subscribers fail to meet their 
payment deadline, their tel- 
ephones wfll tie immediately dis- 
connected and wfll only be rec- 
onnected once subscribers have 
settled their dues and have paid a 
JD 5 reconnection fee. 

“This is a very fair decision 
since it grants beneficiaries eno- 
ugh time to settle their monthly 
accounts ” he said. Mr. Husseini 
noted that this new order wfll also 
stop the accumulation of monthly 
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telephone bills thus prevent a rep- 
eat of the 1984. 1985 phone bill 
collection problems, which caused 
inconveniences for both the TCC 
and subscribers. 

Last February, the. TCC dis- 
connected more than 1 0,1)00 tel- 
ephone lines belonging to sub- 
scribers who failed to settle their 
1984 and 1985 telephone acc- 
ounts. The total amount due from 
subscribers was JD 6 million. 

Mr. Husseini. who did not give 
any figures on the sum of money 
TCC has collected during the Feb- 
ruary campaign, said that a large 
amount of the JD 6 million has 
been collected. Well-informed 
sources told the Jordan Times that 
the TCC collected more than JD 
30,000 from re-connecting more 
than 6,000 telephone lines after 
the February campaign. 


Mayors, local council heads 
visit project sites in Aqaba 


AQABA (J.T.) — Participants in 
the municipalities conference, 
which opened in Aqaba Saturday, 
Tuesday made an inspection tour 
of the economic and industrial 
projects in the port city. They vis- 
ited die Jordan Fertiliser Ind- 
ustries Company, the Marine sri- 


counefls in the development of the 
country. 

Also Monday, the participants 
discussed a working paper on the 
role of local councils in protecting 
the environment by disposing of 
garbage properly and supervising 
the activities of slaughterhouses. 


(OUlca uit iviaiiuw f- 

ence station, which is run by the They also discussed combating 
University of Jordan and Yar- rodents and other pests as well as 


mouk University, and projects 
being carried out by the Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA). 

The mayors and heads of village 
councils Monday evening met 
with representatives of voluntary 
societies and dubs at a reception 
held in honour of the participants 
in the conference. Speakers rep- 
resenting different organisations 
in Aqaba paid tribute to the role 
played by municipal and village 


the harmful effects of industrial 
waste on the environment. Par- 
ticipants also reviewed a working 
paper on traditional Islamic arc- 
hitecture. 

There was another working 
paper presented by Dr. Moh- 
ammad Gfaazawi from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. The paper dealt 
with die regulations of local cou- 
ncils. municipal elections and fin- 
ancial and administrative matters. 


Why not establish a relationship with one of Jordan’s 
oldest friends? 

We are the first Bank to have established a Branch in Amman, in 1925, twenty years 
after our first Branch in the area was opened in Jerusalem. 

§ince 1925 we have expanded our network and we are the only Foreign Bank with 
such wide representation in Jordan. We have 8 branches in Amman, and we are the 
only Foreign Bank with Branches outside Amman, in Aqaba, Irbid, Northern 
Shouneh, Kerak and Zerka. (Our five Branches in the occupied West Bank are 
currently inoperative). 

With such continuity of long service in Jordan, it is not surprising that we are the 
Bank best suited to cater to your international Banking needs, both when you are 
inside Jordan and when you travel abroad. 

We offer and provide a truly competitive international service through our Jordan 
and overseas Branches in more than forty countries around the world. For Foreign 
Currency Accounts and transactions, we.offer the finest rates with a secure, polite 
and confidential service in Dollars, Pounds, Marks, Francs, Yen and Guilders, and 
other currencies. 

To find out more about our Foreign Currency Accounts and Rates, telephone, or 
visit the officers in charge of our Branches:- 
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A public matter 

THE NEWS that the fertiliser company in Aqaba has lost 
JD 40 millioa since commercial operations started four 
years ago is shocking, though not entirely unexpected. It 
conies on top of the equally disturbing fact that the fer- 
tiliser plant at Aqaba ended up costing 455 millio n dollars 
— instead of the projected 256 million. For a resource- 
poor, human talent-rich little country on the edge of the 
desert with a per capita income around $1,500, these are 
startling figures. 

We feel, however, that they should not be dealt with 
purely as an economic matter. The problems facing the 
fertiliser company permeate the country, and par- 
ticularly institutions in which the public sector enjoys 
total or majority ownership. Ultimately, these are pol- 
itical as well as economic matters, and they must be 
treated as such if we are to avoid simply repeating our 
mistakes and inefficiencies. 

The point that strikes us as particularly troublesome is 
that when such enormous amount of money is spent, 
there is very little accountability to the public. The bur- 
den of the $200 million cost overrun at the fertiliser plant 
eventually falls largely on the shoulders of the Jordanian 
citizen — either directly by diverting to the fertiliser 
plant money that the government or other domestic sha- 
reholders might have used for other productive projects, 
or indirectly by causing the country to borrow more to 
meet the costs of the fertiliser plant, and thereby increase 
its debt burden, and lower its ability to borrow for other 
projects, whether in the industrial or social sectors. 

We think the mistakes and problems of the fertiliser 
company are the mistakes of honest and well-meaning 
people. Yet, what indication is there for the average 
Jordanian citizen, who works hard to feed, shelter and 
clothe his family, that his government will not embark on 
another impressive project that will end up siphoning off 
another $200 millio n from the coimtry’s money supply, 
and lose another JD 40 million in its initial years ~5T 
operation? 

We do not want to blame, indict, or punish those who 
made the mistakes of the past. We only want to have some 
assurance that our large npktakps and weaknesses do not 
beconie institutionalised, or chronic. The probiems of the 
fertiliser company should be discussed in an open forum, 
with a thorough public review of the relevant facts. If 
parliament does not have the interest or energy to inv- 
estigate the issue, then the government itself should con- 
sider appointing a panel to review the matter, in public 
hearings. 


A l Ra’i : * Universities’ role 

CROWN Prince Hassan met Monday with heads of Arab universities 
currently holding a conference in Amman and urged them to mai- 
ntain their good efforts for serving the coming generations. He said 
that universities should remain as a forum of free opinion and an 
arena for research, benefiting the young generation. Any failure on 
the part of the universities to carry out their duty safely will no doubt 
affect the behaviour and the production of the coming generations. 
Prince Hassan emphasised the fact that universities have a sacred 
mission for the nation and that what the tens of thousands of gra- 
duates acquire is greatly based on what their teachers had instructed 
them over the years. We have to admit, however, that our universities 
are not yet up to the standard of creating inventive generations and 
this is largely due to a fault in the syllabuses of education in the 
secondary stage throughout the Arab World. Prince Hassan was 
careful to refer to the essential task of coordination of syllabuses and 
a cooperation in the process of educating children in their secondary 
and university levels. We hope that the presidents of Arab uni- 
versities meeting in Jordan will benefit by their consultations and 
exchange of views for the purpose of contributing to the development 
of education in the Arab World. . 

A l Dustour: OPECs task 

THE present OPEC meeting in Geneva is perhaps one of the most 
crucial in the cartel’s life so far. because it is mainly intended to find a 
way of stopping the downward trend in the oil prices, the main source 
of wealth to many producers in the Third World, particularly in the 
Arab region. It goes without saying that the current meeting is faced 
with a very difficult task because of lack of consensus among OPEC 
members on measures to be taken to deal with the crisis. The interna] 
weakness of OPEC reflects badly on the carters capability to control 
the world oil market and impedes all afforts aimed at halting the 
continual drop in prices. Many headaches could be avoided if all 
OPEC members were committed to honouring the carters con- 
stitution. and if they all respected the regulations they had set to 
maintain their power. We urge OPEC members to mainta i n sol- 
idarity because their continued disputes would encourage Britain, 
Norway and other non-OPEC members to wreck havoc to the oil 
market, and consequently cause much harm to world economies. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Criminal action 

THE criminals who carried out the explosion in Damascus on Thu- 
rsday should have executed their crime in the streets of Tel Aviv 
instead, and should have blown up their explosives and their anger in 
the face of the common Israeli enemy. The explosion in the heart of 
Damascus was a c riminal action which should be condemned reg- 
ardless of its sources or motives. This cold-blooded action is contrary 
to our beliefs and against all our principles and religions. The car 
bomb attack in Damascus was another link in a long chain of con- 
spiracies directed against this Arab nation, and designed to cause 
further dismemberment and disputes among the Arab brothers. The 
aim of the attack was to cause weakness in Arab ranks, benefiting 
only the common Israeli enemy, Jordan, for a long time, was sub- 
jected to such terrorist activity that caused the loss of many of its 
youth and damage to its interests abroad. 



N. Ireland crisis rekindles 
debate on British rule 


Political stalemate in France 
triggers start to presidential race 


By John Morrison 

Reuter 

PARIS — Political stalemate in 
France after Sunday’s general ele- 
ction is likely to mean an early 
start to campaigning for the next 
and decisive battle — the race for 
the presidency. 

Commentators say. the right- 
wing oppositions’s failure to win a 
resounding majority will handicap 
the chances of survival of the next 
government and could even lead 
to an early presidential election. 

President Francois Mitterrand's 
seven-year term runs until 1988, 
leaving any government formed 
this week with a maximum life- 
span of two years. 

But a right-wing government 
with a fragile majority will be sub- 
ject to conflicting threats and pre- 
ssures — not least the rival pre- 
sidential ambitions of its leading 
figures. 

If Mitterrand picks Gaul Est lea- 
der Jacques Chirac as prime min- 
ister, the 53-year-old mayor of 
.Paris will lack the overwhelming 
popular mandate he needs to 
: make the left-wing president acc- 
ept his right-wing programme. 

But Chirac badly needs a suc- 
cessful period at the head of gov- 
ernment to acquire the stature 


needed for a presidential bid. 

The RPR leader controls the 
strongest party machine on the 
right but opinion polls show that 
he is less popular t han his arch- 
rival Raymond Barre. 

Chirac can however take com- 
fort from the fact that Barre, who 
has already declared his bid for the 
presidency, suffered a serious 
personal reverse in Sunday’s vot- 
ing. 

The roly-poly former professor 
of economics, leading the UDF fist 
in the Rhone department, trailed 
in second place with three seats 
behind the Socialists who won 
five. 

Bane said before the vote that 
the elections to the national ass- 
embly were only a round in the 
political struggle and the decisive 
battle would be the presidential 
vote. 

Barre believes “cohabitation 
between Mitterrand and a rig- 
htwing government is bound to 
foil and before the election swore 
he would withhold his support. 

But on Sunday nigh t he app- 
eared to water down his hostility, 
promising he would do nothing to 
sabotage a -RPR/UDF gov- 
ernment. 

Analysts felt the narrow result 


might indirectly make Bane the 
big loser. If he foiled to vote for a 
right-whig government in the ass- 
embly he drould be a c cused by his 
own camp of betrayal and per- 
sonal ambition, they said. 

Both Barre and Chirac are acu- 
tely aware that whatever political 
strategy they choose over the next 
two years, Mitterrand as president 
has the power to pull the rug from 
under their feet at any moment he 
chooses. 

Under the Fifth Republic con- 
stitution, the president can dis- 
solve the newly elected assembly 
and hold new elections. 

But some opposition strategists 
now believe the wfly 69-year-old 
president has another card up his 
sleeve — he might resign his office 
and hold a presidential election 
ahead of schedule. 

Early in his seven-year term 
Mitterrand dismissed the idea of 
standing again, but more recently 
he has done nothing to cut short 
speculation about his intentions. 

The advantage for the president 
would be that the approach of a 
presidential election would split 
the fragile alliance between the 
RPR and the UDF, where support 
for Barre is strong. 

Under this scenario Mitterrand 


France: New premier faces opposition from right and left 


By Paul Treuthardt 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — The victory cries in 
France’s cliffhanger election were 
muted, as mainstream Tco.n- 
servatives sensed the difficulty of 
trying to govern with a hostile pre- 
sident on one side and an une- 
xpectedly strong extreme right on 
the other. 

The Neo-Gaulhst Rally for the 
Republic. Centrist Union for 
French Democracy and smaller 
allied parties scraped together 289 
seats in the 577-seat National 
Assembly. 

But the comfortable margin 
they had anticipated disappeared 
as 2.7 million people voted for the 
far-right National Front, which 
enters the National Assembly for 
the first time with 33 seats. 

It ca mp aigned vigorously on 
anti-immigrant and law and order 
themes, mainly in the large cities. 

Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand's logical choice as 
premier appeared to be Paris 
mayor Jacques Qiirac, leader of 
the Rally for the Republic, the lar- 
gest conservative party. 

Successful handing of the pre- 
miership would be a major step to 


candidacy in presidential elections 
due in 1988. 

But Mitterrand is not obliged to 
choose Chirac, and. his intentions, 
are still held tightly secret. 

Socialist Party First Secretary 
Lionel Jospin said Monday that 
the president should “discover, on 
a certain number of points, to 
what this or that leader of the. 
opposition is willing to commit 
hims elf.” 

The president, with two more 
_years of his term to run, was for 
from dear before the elections on 
•his strategy for the incoming gov- 
ernment. He said he would pick 
the premier from the group that 
won “a dear majority,” but also 
said he would resign rather than 
concede any of the powers of the 
presidency. 

Chirac. 53 has personal exp- 
erience of the problems between a 
powerful president and a self- 
confident premier. He quit as 
premier in 1976 over power and 
polity differences with the man he 
helped elect, centrist president 
Valery Giscard cf Estaing. 

Chirac's post-election sta- 
tement was that of a man exp- 
ecting to become premier this 
week, said commentators who 


noted his call for unity of “all Fre- 
nchmen, whatever their opinions” 
in the national interest. 

The new -majority ‘ does -not. 
want, nor will it get automatic 
support from the National Front 
The majority has made dear that 
it does not intend to form-an all- 
iance with it, and National Front 
leader Jean-Marie le Pen says his 
party will consider issues on a 
case-by-case basis. 

His party received only one seat 
fewer than the Communists, 
whose decline reached an historic 
low. Backed by 20.6 per cent of 
the electorate eight years ago. the 
Communists slumped to 9.8 per 
cent Sunday. 

Held under a new. proportional 
representation system, the ele- 
ction results surprised pollsters 
and politicians. 

The Socialists won 31 .2 percent 
of the vote and remained the lar- 
gest single political party. Then- 
leaders said the results gave them 
the promise of a return to power in 
the future. 

1 Bat for now France faces an 
uncertain period of “coh- 
abitation” between Mitterrand 
and an opposition firmly set cm 


New Guatemalan president on a tightrope 


By Reid G. MBler 

The Associated Press 

GUATEMALA CITY — Vinfcio 
Gerezo, Guatemala’s first civilian 
president in 15 years, is keeping 
his promise. He is not making mir- 
acles — only waves. 

“I am not God,” he told rep- 
orters before his inauguration in 
January. “I am not going to make 
miracles in this country.” 

So far, Cerezo has dismantled 
two police units known for vio- 
lence and thievery, shaken up an 
inefficient judicial system, named 
his own man as defease minister 
and initiated investigations of cor- 
ruption in government agencies. 

So much for the waves. 

He has not fared as well in fas- 
hioning a new economic plan to 
pull Guatemala out of its worst 
financial crisis in 50 years — or in- 
his dealings with human rights act- 
ivists demanding to know what 
happened to thousands of people 
who disappeared under previous 
military governments. 

Cerezo, 43, has tried to per- 
| suade the public to be realistic 
I about his ability to change thing* 
But expectations |or social,: pol- 
itical and economic diange remain 
high. 

Many of this nation’s 8 million 
people have lived with- poverty, 
fear and frustration virtually ail 
their lives. They are looking to 
Cerezo. a slightly left-of-centre 
career 'politician from the Chr- 
istian Democratic Party, to change 
their lives. 


Cerezo unveiled a new eco- 
nomic plan this month. But some 
fear it will backfire and hurt the 
poor. 

His plan establishes two official 
exchange rates for the quetzal. 
One will be used for repaying the 
nation’s $23 billion foreign debt 
— it is one-to-one with the U.S. 
dollar. 

The other would give the nat- 
ion's wealthy coffee producers 
and other major exporters 23 
quetzals for each dollar they earn. 

With coffee prices soaring, pro- 
ducers coukl earn windfall profits 
this year and next, even though 
tiie government will levy a 30 per 
cent tax on their profits. 

Windfall profits could sharply 
increase the money supply and 
fuel the nation’s inflation rate, 
which most independent eco- 
nomists pegged at close to 50 per 
cent last year.- 

“If that happens, it will most 
seriously affect the poor and the 
middle class, the very people Cer- 
eZo championed in w inning ele- 
ction,” said a Western diplomat, 
who asked not to be ident£ed. 

The economic programme is 
designed to keep most domestic 
interest groups happy. But it does 
little to meet demands of the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund for 
greater austerity and currency 
devaluation to cope with the for-, 
eign debt 

Cerezo insists that hk two- 
tiered system of valuation for the 
quetzal is not a devaluation from- 
tile current one-to-one exchange' 
rate. 


In foe opinion of many eco- 
nomists and some members of 
Cerezo 's own party, the plan also 
(fid little to correct the imbalance 
between Guatemala’s few very 
rich and its millions of very poor. 

During his election campaign, 
Cerezo promised to slap stiff taxes 
on the rich, a vow he repeated at 
his first news conference after tak- 
ing office. 

“We have to make those who 
have a lot of money pay a little bit 
more, because they have never 
paid anything ,” Cerezo told rep- 
orters. “We want some sacrifices 
to help stabilise (the eoonomy) .” 

Despite that, the economic plan 
contained no new luxury Or other 
taxes aimed at foe wealthy, who 
■ long dodged income taxes that are 
among foe lowest in Latin Ame- 
rica. 

Cerezo’ s economic package 
would give a wage Hike of 50 que- 
tzals (520) a month to all public 
employees. It could also increase 
demands for higher salaries in the 
public sector. But that, too, could 
add to inflationary pressures. 

Cerezo also has taken heat from 
human rights activists who don’t 
feel he has moved as promptly or 
as thoroughly as possible to stem 
current abuses or to investigate 
old ones. 

Human rights groups estimate 
that as many as 100,000 people 
have died in foe political violence 
of the past three decades. They say 
as many as 38 .000 may be missing. 

In February, Cerezo promised 
the Mutual Support Group, the 


only domestic human rights 
group, that he would create an 
independent commission to inv- 
estigate tiie fate of the missing. 
The promise that was greeted by 
skepticism by some activists. 

“We hope this is not a political 
manoeuvre,” Ninefo Garcia, one 
of the leaders of the group told 
Cerezo. “It is yout obligation to 
investigate the whereabouts of foe 
disappeared. If not, why did you 
come to power?” 

Cerezo has already abolished a 
secret police unit known as foe 
Department of Technical Inv- 
estigations, which hadbeen linked 
to death squad activities and other' 
crimes, including car thefts. 

Ahnost all of its 600 members 
were arrested, and foe gov- 
ernment later said about 115 of 
diem would be charged with var- 
ious crimes. 

Cerezo also went head-on with 
foe military over foe question of a 
new defence minister. 

After a week of haggling with 
the armed forces hierarchy, he got 
what he wanted — a minister of h« 
own choosing. But part of the 
price for tiie concession may have 
been his request for U.S. atifitaiy 
aid. 

In December, Cerezo said he 
would not ask for the aid. In Feb- 
ruary, however, he asked Was- 
hington for the money. The U.S. 
Congress already had approved 
$10 million in military assistance 
for Guatemala, but under law it 
could not be disbursed without the 
new president’s request. 


would be able to present himself 
as the guardian of national sta- 
bility and point to the divisions on 
foe right io order to ensure his 
re-election. 

The president has no una- 
nimously agreed successor in foe 
Socialist Party and if he does not 
seek re-election, the bloodletting, 
on the left could be serious. 

■ Michel Rocard, a party outsider 
whose popularity among the 
French public is far stronger than 
among the Socialist militants, is 
foe only figure in foe party who 
has already declared be will be a 
candidate. 

Bnt he faces a strong challenge 
from Prime Minister Laurent Fab- 
ins and other Socialists with pre- 
sidential ambitions such as former 
premier Pierre Mauroy and Edu- 
cation Minister Jean-Piene Che- 
venemenL 

On foe far right. National Front 
leader Jean-Marie le Pen will have 
anew platform in parliament from 
which to launch his own pre- 
sidential bid. 

But on foe far left foe poor sho- 
wing of the Co mmunis t Party 
could lead to pressure for a rep- 
lacement for General Secretary 
Georges Marchais well before foie 
next presidential election. 


quick application of conservative 
economic measures. 

French commentators cannot 
see bow Mitterrand will be able to 
• accept policies that run counter to* 
five years hf Socialist rifle, such as 
denationalisation of banks and 
major industries and removal of 
employment protection to give 
industry a freer hand in hiring and 
firing. 

Jospin predicted a “factious and 
fragOe” majority that will come 
apart because of the rival amb- | 
itfcns of its leaders. 

The election was a blow to one 
of those leaders who has been aim- 
ing at the presidency, independent 
centrist Raymond Barre. con- 
sistently the most popular opp- 
osition leader in the polls. 

In Lyon, his party was bested by 
foe Socialists led by Charles 
Herou, foe former Sooalist def- 
ence minister who resigned in foe 
scandal following foe bombing of 
a Greenpeace ship by French age- 
nts. • 

Barre appeared to have misread 
the public mood with his calls for 
Mitterrand 1 s resignation if foe 
right won. 


By Brian Mooney 

Reuter 

LONDON With Northern Ire- 
land back in the centre of British 
pofibes large cracks arc appearing 
in whatjras once virtually unq- 
uestioned faith in tmkmtsm — tiie 
(bedrock principle that rarites the 
province to Britain. 

“Charies I, Sir Thomas Wen- 
tworth, Earl of Strafford, Cro- 
mwell, Peel 4 Gladstone, Lloyd 
George and, in our own time, 
other well-meaning politicians 
from this side of die water — who 
of them have had any success in 
Ireland?’ 

The question was askedby opp- 
ositkxa Labour member of par- 
tiamezrtjfrm Dalyell in a debate 
JoMotvmg a day of violent protest 
by tiie Protestant majority in Nor- 
thern Ireland. 

Reaching bade into foe pro- 
blems that have beset generations 
of British leaders over the eight 
centuries of their role in Ireland, 
he added: “Is not the real problem 
us?” 

Dalyell holds radical views and 
his statement drew a sharp rebuke 
from foe minister in charge of 
Northern Ireland, Tom King, who 
dismissed its inferences as “quite 
.unacceptable. 

King spoke on the basis that 
Northern Ireland, set up by Bri- 
tain in 1921 when it partitioned 
Ireland and granted mdependence 
to the Irish Republic, would rem- 
ain British as long as the so-called 
loyalist majority there wished. 

But foe tone of foe dehate and 
media co mment following foe pro- 
test, whose violence shocked 
many people, indicated that not all. 
Britons saw foe issue in such dear 
cut terms. 

Northern Irish Protestant lea- 
ders called the protest general str- 
ike on March 3 to underline their 
deep hostility to an Anglo-Irish 
pact which gives the mainly Cat- 
holic republic a role in foe pro- 
vince that stops justshort of power 
sharing. 

The pact>et~up an iirt- 
ergovemipetitconference through 
which Dublin is regularly con- 
sulted on issues that affect the 
lives of the Catholic minority in 
Northern Ireland. 

The aim was to give the Cat- 
holics a political stake in tiie pro- 
vince and draw them away from 
supporting tire republican gne- 
mllas fighting to drive the British 
oat of Ireland. 

The Protestants, most of them 
descendants of Scottish and Eng- 
lish settlers who arrived in Ireland 
some 300 years ago, saw the deal 
as the start of It»lv reunification: 
and . a threat to their British tra- 
ditions and way of life. 

Arguing that foe pro v inc e was: 
now subjected to a foreign and 
alien power, the leaders of the two 
unionist parties, Ian Paisley and 
James Molyneaux, vowed to 
wreck the pact. , 

They set in motion a noisy pro- 
test campaign, bnt attitudes on. 
mainland Britain only hardened* 
when the protest tuned violent 
with attacks on police and roa- 
dblocks during foe March 3 gen- 
eral strike. 

“What kind of loyalist puts on a 
hood and stands at a barricade. 
What are they loyal to?” asked 
Michael Latham, a member of 
parliament in Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s ruling Con- 
servative Party. 


“Isnotthe feet that they behave 
in foat way doing t remen dous 
harm to the instmetive support of 
the British , people for foe mei- 
ntenance of .the. union?” Latham 


Another Conservative member 
of parfiameaf referred to scenes of 
“deeply repugnant* 1 viole nce and 
ne ws p ap ers ran : critical l i rtka 
under sock heading* ar “Ram- 
page by Ulster mob" saA "The 
pestilent province: British pat- 
ience runs out” 

The Protested protests, which 
fo remen to turn into a fuB scale 
campaign of civil disobedience in 
the next few months, are fikdy to 
rftjnfo rre towards 

Northern Ireland in mainland Bri- 
tain. 

Op inion surveys before the pro- 
tests showed only minority sup- 
port for Northern Ireland rem- 
afrthtg part of Britain. 

There is in fact provision in foe 
Anglo-Irish agreement fox the 
north to be reunited wfih the south 
— butonly with the consent of foe 
majority. 

With Protestants outnumbering 
Catholics by 900,000 to 600,000 
and with many Northern- Irish 
Catholics themselves wary of Zinks 
with foe republic such an eve- 
ntuality seems remote. 

B ritish insist that aba- 

tndonurg Northern Ireland is unt- 
hinkable, both -on strategic and 
political grounds. 

They say a pullout would lead 
almost inevitably to civfl war and 
would be a betrayal of British sov- 
ereignty. 

Dalyell told Renters he thought 
Britain would sooner or later have 
to take the risk and pull out. _ 

“We should pull out fort hw i th. 
There is the risk (of civil war), but 
what is the alternative?” Dalyell 


“Maybe if we withdraw the saf- 
ety net, by some strange alchemy 
foe Irish will get together," he 
added. 

Few British politicians share his 
views but an increasing number 
are sending out signals to Ulster 
warning that British patience wife 
Protestant intransigence is wea- 
ring thin. 

In tiie parliamentary debate, 
two members pointedly recalled 
that Ulster survived to a large ext- 
ent thanks to an annual subsidy of 
£2 billion ($2.9 bOHon). 

“Is it not time that the unionist 
leaded; in the province and the 
unionists themselves recognise 
that there is not an inexhaustible 
supply of finance?” one of them 
said. 

: British governments -have riwr . 
ays in foe past packed away from 
open confrontation with the Nor- 
thern Irish Protestants but with 
new hardliners moving to the for- 
efront in tiie province a major 
showdown may be unavoidable. 

H there is a showdown, the mes- 
sage from London seems to be 
that this titne it will be different. 

Few people take seriously da- 
inis that Thatcher, who describes 
herself as a unionist and who went 
to war with Argentina to protect 
British sovereignty, has sold out 
Ulster. 

Bat few also believe that having 
made a commitment to a pact with 
Dublin, which was massively end* 
orsed by parliament and will be 
underpinned by UJS. economic 
aid, she is prepared to be trifled 
with by Ulster's Protestants. ■ 


Free press sputters to life 
in post-Duvalier Haiti 


By Ed McCullough 

The Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — A 
press tamed by 28 years of aut- 
horitarian rule has sputtered to 
lifein this capital city after the ous- 
ter of piesident-for-life Jean- 
Qaide Duvafier. 

“I can say anything I want. I 
have no restrictions,” says Pierre 
Bayard, publisher of foe Haiti 
Times, a bi-weekly. English- 
language newspaper that con- 
centrates on business and tourism. ■ 

“Before, I had to be extremely 
careful. I had to— seta softer tone. 
We had to say as much as we knew 
was true, without offending, bec- 
ause if you offended you risked 
losing a voice in foe community,” 
he said. 

Radio Metropole, which aba- 
ndoned local news when two of its 
top editors were exiled and ano- 
ther prominent station was shut 
down in 1980, resumed its cov- 
erage an Feb. 7 ,i- the mo rning 
Duvaher fled Haiti. * 

"People warn to say what they 
could not talk about for 28 years 
— their salaries, the members of 
their families who have been hurt 
by the Teutons Macerate,” said 
Richard' Wkbaaier, programme 
dfrector at Radio Metropole. 

LeMatai, a daily newspaper, is. 
pabfehiig news about cur- 
rent events. Once pno-Dnvaher, it 


— nminni mw pinunrox pir- 

nting his name mattratkra-gettinc 

capital letters. • 

Yet while there is more variety 
in the news now and less fear 
among reporters, the news media 
in P ort-Au-Prace still are more 
timid titan in countries with a long 
tradition of press freedom. 


Reporters have done tittle to 

investigate Duvatier's alleged pil- 
fering cf foe nation’s assets. Edi- 
tors have raised only a modest 
clamour for former public officials 
to be brought to trial. And the 
media has exerted little pressure 
on the ruling council to implement 
policies it has pledged to adopt 

One reason is that news org- 
anisations in Haiti generally lack 
foe staff and experience to do so. 
The other reason is caution. 

Some editors fear raising foe 
hopes of foe peoples past realistic 
levels could eventually lead to 
turmoil if expectations are not 
met. 

“It’s a vety difficnlt situation for ■ 
the press right now — to inform 
without pushing people too far,” 
/ Widmakr said. “The press has a 
role to orient people to what is 
possible. Haitians have very little 
political maturity. This is a pop- 
ulation of young people — 70 per 
cent are 35 jfeais old or less.” 

Pbn-An-Prince also has two ■ 
television stations and other new- 
spapers, both daily and weekly. 
But most people get their news 
from foe dozen radio stations.. 
Television and even ne w spapers 
are beyond the reach of a pop- 
ulace that is largely poor and ill- 
iterate. 

Perhaps the most influential sta- 
tin is Radio SbJefl, the CafooHc 
station that defied Duvafiei fry 

broadcasting news challen gtng hk 
government’s version of events. 

Last July, one of .the- station's 
programme directors was expelled 
from Ifeiti fo apparent retribution 
zor Radm Soleffs coverage of the 
national referendum on Duv- 
als preadent-for-Kfe Ffat vy. 
aid tirefaEmatfoncfpbfiltad par- 
ties.' 


••• 




. _w \** m *sr^ . 


• Ui 


O sT 


• *.• as: 



Unholy row over 
India’s sacred river 

Tot more Aon a decade India has been diverting huge amounts of] 
water fiom the River Canges fi>r its own purposes, to Jie jury of. 
Bangladesh and Nepal. Now, John Wilfttt reports, an effort to solve the 
problems has beat started - which may take another 15 years. : j 
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Declaring war on 
Africa’s decline 


NEPAL, 


4 NEW DELHI — In dian and 

* Bangladeshi officials will shortly 
> Blah measuring the massive flow 

of water in the scared River G 
1 ges near Calcutta inan attempt to 

tackle a major dispute which may' 
«. not finally be resolved until after 
the year 2000. 

Thchfindings could help to heal 
fc one of Sooth Aria’s most int- 
ractable so ur ces of tension, which 
also raises international questions 
about the rights of countries to; 
have a say in how neighbours tap 
the flow of rhrers. They could also 
lead to major dam and «™»i pro- 
jects oostmg, according to some 
estimates, as much as $15 billion 
over die next 15 to 20 yean. 

Sharhig the waters of major riv- 
ers, like the Ganges aid Indus has 
1 ) foeenacanseofeontroversyonthe 
Indian- subcontinent for many 
years. In the late 1940s India and I 
Pakistan had disputes over sharing 
the massive River Indus and son-, 
them states in India- • are now bat- 
tling over their local economically 
important rivers. 

The Ganges dispute is souring' 
; relations between India and two of 
its neighbours — Nepal, whose 
mountains provide the Ganges 
with up to 70 per cent of its flow,, 
and Bangladesh, which needs! 
mote water. 

“Water is the major issue bet- 
’ ween us,” says Mr. Anasul Mah- 
- mood, Mauster for Irrigation in 
Bangjadcrit He hopes that the 
new mood of co-operation in die 
'region introduced by Mr. Rajiv 

• Gandhi, foe Indian Prime Min- 
ister, will help solve a problem 
that began to bnOd up 35 years ago 
when India first proposed building 
the massive Farakka barrage on 
foe Ganges just above Calcutta. 

For most d the years shice Far- 
akka was opened in 1975, for what 
was euphemistically described a&a 




trial ran, many thousand cubic: 
feet of water have been diverted 
away from aid down 

India’s short Hooghly River to*hi- 
ice sSt out of the major pout of 
Calcutta into foe Bay of BengaL . 

Since 1975 India has done little 
to help Bangladesh, which com- 
pafins that loss of Ganges water 
has caused major salinity pro- 
blems up to 200 miles bland. 
India is supremely powerful m the 
dflpute because it can find dom- 
estic funds to cany out its own 
water projects. Bangladesh has no 
funds of its own and has to rely on 
the World Bank and other int- 
ernational agencies, which axe 
refusing to Lend it money until the 
basic dispute is solved. 

When the Late Mrs. Indira Gan- 
dhi was Prime Minister, India’s 
d rte m^" 51 l ion to dominate foe 
region and stop any of its smaller 
neighbours combining against it 
meant that no progress was made 
and no talks were held with either 
Nepal or Bangladesh. 

Following last December's 
summit in Bangladesh which set 
up the South Asian Association of 
Regional Co-operaticm, Mr. Gan- 
dhi said that he was prepared to 
hold joint talks with both cou- 
ntries. This statement worried his 
officials, who me emphasising that 
he also said such talks would need 
considerable preparation. The 
detailed measuring of the flow at 
Farakka is foe. fori step in those 
preparations and foe work is exp- 
ected to mice ten months. 

The Ganges rises 23,000 ft. up 
on foe squfoem slopes, of the 
Himalayas' In north . western: 
India and then winds its sacred 
path eastwards along the top of 
India, gathering major urban pol- 
lution, now being tackled by Mr.. 
Gandhi. 

After turning southwards over' 
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the Farakka barrage, the Ganges 
flows to the sea through Ban- 
gladesh where it is joined by ano- 
ther river at the centre of the con- 
troversy. This is the Brahmaputra, 
which nses in China and flows eas- 
twards as foe Tfeangpo River, then 
suddenly tnrwmg bade on itself 
through foe furthest north-eastern 
state of India and finally sou- 
thwards through Bangladesh to 
foe Ganges aid the sea. 

The Farakka barrage was built, 
to pufo 40^)00 cubic feet per sec- 
ond (msecs) of Ganges water 
down foe Hooghly to Calcutta. 
Since the flow of the Ganges in the 
leanest month of April is only 

55.000 msecs, this leaves only' 

15.000 msecs for ftmgiaHwJi 
which says itneeds and has a right 
to all foe 55,000 msecs. The pri- 
mary issue is how to increase the 
flow of the Ganges so that India 
has enough water to dean Cal- 
cutta port and Bangladesh has 


enough m foe four or five lean 
months each year to push back the 
salt of the Bay of Bengal. 

Land-locked Nepal has its own ' 
separate primary interest — to 
establish a navigable waterway to 
the Bay of Bengal. 

For all three countries, major 
projects would provide spin-off 
advantages! of hydroelectxichy, 
flood control, and irrigation, boo- 
sting the region’s poor electricity 
supplies and helping to solve the 
problem, specially acute in Ban- 
gladesh, where laige areas swing 
rapidly during the year from des- 
ert to flood plains. For many years 
Bangladesh has had plan* to put 
storage dams in the vqpper reaches 
of the Ganges but these were alw- 
ays resisted by Incfia which refused 
to spare foe land. 

India refused to let Nepal be', 
drawn into tile issue with Ban- 
gladesh and proposed con- 
stniction of a 200-mfle-long canal. 


half a mfle wide and 30ft. deep, to 
carry 100,000 msecs of water acr- 
oss Bangladesh from the under- 
utilised Brahmaputra to the Gan- 
ges just above Farakka. This 
would probably cost at least $20 
bilEon. 

The scheme was rejected by’ 
Bangladesh which complained it 
would cut its country in half and 
could be controlled solely by 
India. It could also cause flooding 
if its walls burst into any of the 18 
rivers it would cross. 

The debate became dead- 
locked until last year when Mr. 
Gandhi and President Ershad of 
Bangladesh renewed a 1982 tem- 
porary agreement on sharing the 
waters and authorised foe study of 
the water flows that is just starting. 

There are now three possible 
solutions. The amplest but har- 
dest for Bangladesh would be far 
it to give up all its claims to die 
Ganges and to rely for its water on 


Cooperation can make or break a union and a company 


' By Hideo Kohtokn 

TOKYO —“Improvement of foe 
living standard of the workers of 
Toyota Motor Co. and the com- 
pany's development ale ins- 
eparable.” 

When J Sabuxo Suznka, cha- 
irman of the Toyota Trade Union, 
said those words in a speech at a 1 
party- l-sst- January? com 1 -; 
meinbrating the company’s 40tit 
anniversary, Toyfeta Motor CS'f 
President Shoicfairo Toyoda, who 
attended the party, bowed his 
head in satisfied assent. 

Suznka and Toyoda then jointly 
opened a cask of Japanese sake 
before 500 guests from foe pol- 
itical, business and union worlds. 

Chatting with several guests, 
Toyoda later said, >“ Amid severe 
'international competition for sec- 
erning a market for subcontract 
cars, we are now faced with the 
most difficult situation yet, mainly 
doe to the increasing competitive 
edge of South Korea and foe inc- 
reasing valne of the yen . AD Toy- 
ota men have to unite . 

Hearing Toyoda’ s words, Suz- 
uka nodded his head in agr- 
eement 

American George Nano, who 
was invited to the party, is a mem- 
ber of the United Auto Workers 
of America. He commented, “ We. 
have to learn more about the coo- 
perative posture shown by the 
management and labour of Toy- 
ota.” Then be added that “It 
seems very strange.” 

This may be a typical opinion 


frankly expressed by a member of 
the UAW, which has a long his- 
tory of struggling with man- 
agement to gain improved wor- 
king conditions. 

Toyota's cooperation between 
management and labour is not a 
mere show. All agree that labour’s 
cooperation has greatly con- 
tributed to the fact that Toyota has 
grown 1 to-iw the ■world’ s second- • - 
"largest -adtomaker and J apa n V " 
largest A good example is the ' 
annual wage negotiation. 

Last year, Toyota rained a huge 
ordinary profit of 648 billion yen 
($3.6 bfllioo). One of the man- 
agement staff said that “Due to 
such an achievement we can acc- 
ept any request made by the trade 
union. 

. Management and labour easily 
reached agreement on a 12,000- 
yen ($65) monthly increase, 5.62 
percent over foe previous year. It 
was considered an a ppro pri ate 
figure considerate tiro overall 
condition inf the auto industry. 

The wage increase of Toyota 
was only 400 yen (about S2L20) 
more than that of Nissan Motor - 
Go .on a monthly basis. Nissan had 
an ordinary profit of 148 bflfion 
yen ($813 mitfion) — far less than .. 
Toyota’s. 

Critics have said Toyota should 
help expand domestic demand by. 


thus setting an industrial trend. 

But Shiro Umenrura, chairman 
of the All-Toyota Trade Union 
consisting of all unions in the Toy- 
ota group, said, “The dev- 


elopment of the company is also 
very importantfor unionists. Since 

Toyota is now pushing forward a 
great project <x independent pro- 
duction at cars in the United Sta- 
tes, we cannot call for a large wage 
increase. Whatisimportantnowis 
to improve working conditions 
steadily, and fiom a long per- 
spective, rather than drastically.” 

— Sdopw Brand Foods Go., a subr 
sidiaiy of Snow Brand Mflk Pro- 
ducts producing bam s and sau- 
sages, has decided the wage and 
bonuses for its workers based on a 
management programme jointly 
planned by management and lab- 
our for foe p ast nine yea r s. 

Eight branches of the Snow 
Brand union in Japan each est- 
imate sales, production cost, per- 
sonnel cost, sales cost, and real 
profit for the next year. The fig- 
ures are discussed in negotiations 
between management and labour, 
and a plan is drawn up that inc- 
ludes automatic wage increases. 

The Show Brand Foods’ trade 
union does not, therefore, follow 
the guidance on wage increases 
put out for the National Fed- 
eration of Irood Industry Workers’ 
Unions although it is a member. 
Snow Brand Foods workers say 
monthly salaries jump m average 
9,770 yea ($53.68)and the yearly 
bonuses grow to 867,000 yen 
($4,765). 

One of tile unionists said par- 
ticipation in foe development of 
'such a scheme gives workers an 
incentive to work. 


In sharp contrast, the trade 
union of Takasago Tekko, a 
-medium-shed, Tokyo-based sta- 
inless steel processing company 
belonging to Nippon Steel Group, 
has been locked in oombat with 
management for foe past three 
decades. Strikes often took place 
and would last one or two weeks.. 

During the strikes, another star 
inless steel company next to Tak- 
asago. which takes a conciliatory 
line between management and 
labour, took Takasago’s cus- 
tomers. 

The chairman of Takasago 
trade union complains that the 
other company matches without a 
fight the wage increases his union 
wms through strikes. 

“Ten' years ago,” he adds, 
“their company was yfrpifar to 
ours in terms of scale and other 
points. At present, however, they 
e»ro more than twice the profits 
we do and they have two times foe 
number of workers. I have to 
wonder whether my strategy has 
' really been favourable.” 

Kaom Ohta, former chairman 
of foe General Council of Hade 
Unions of Japan, established the 
'so-called “rori3gwageafEensive,’ , 
a strategy designed to achieve a 
near-uniform pattern of annual 
wage increases throughout Jap- 
anese industry. The offensive is 
concentrated m April and May. 

Ohta recalls, |“Tlie spring wage 
offensive, aimed at gaining sharp 
wage increases through struggle 
agamst management, was dev- 


eloped by a variety of industry 
muons almost simultaneously thr- 
oughout the nation. Currently, 
however, trade unio ns put up with 
relatively low wage increases. The 
negotiations are no longer an off- 
ensive, but resemble j con- 
sultations with management.” " 

An fotwnmie analyst pointed 
out that the qualitative change of 
the spring wage ofienrive can be 
attributed to severaTduuiges in 
the Japanese economy. ' 

First, Japan’s economy has cha- 
nged from hi gh growth to one of 
low growth. The workforce, which 
was once insufficient in the era of 
fogh economic growth in the 
1966s, is now running a surplus. 
Significance had been put on 
goods before.butservices are con- 
sidered of more importance now. 

With the advent of the affluent 
society, people increasingly reg- 
ard a company as a place for self- 
realisation rather than a place to 
earn' money. 

Kingo Nakada, secretary- 
general of the trade union of Ise- 
tan Department Store ,feaid,“Um- 
onists are no longer simple lab- 
ourers. They are no longer sat- 
isfied with a strategy that only calls 
for wage increases. It is necessary 
for a trade muon to offer unionists 
information useful for their job 
and to reinforce the welfare sys- 
tem.” 

He says Isetan’s trade union 
makes it a policy to check foe 
company’s activities as an ind- 
ependent organisation and at the 


same time to cooperate with the 
company. The trade union takes 
part in foe quality-control mov- 
ement developed by management 
and has not struck since its fou- 
nding 40 years ago. 

Using 700 milHnn yen ($3 .8 mil- 
lion) accumulated as strike funds, 
■the trade union has bought a 
15,000-square-metre {dot of land 
infoe countryside and constructed 
a deh&e ' seminar house for uni- 
onists with tennis courts and sau- 
_nas. 

The good relations between 
management and labour has had a 
paradoxical effect on Japan's 
writers. They have been able to 
help their companies mainta i n an 
edge in the competition on the int- 
ernational market but at foe same 
time have not enjoyed a large inc- 
ome since profits are plowed back 
into the company. 

According to foe Ministry of 
Labour’s survey on wage increases 
of leading private enterprises, the 
average wage increase main tamed 
a two-digit rate during the high- 
growth period. That included a 
whopping 32.9 per cent hike in 
1974. It declined to 13.1 per cent 
in 1975 and has run below 10 per 
centsince. Last year’s average was 
5.03 per cent. 

The number of private com- 
panies with trade unions that res- 
orted to strikes or other strategic 
measures has decreased fiom foe 
1974 high of 9,213 to 2452 in 
1984 — Asahi News Service, 
Tokyo. 


New equipment for Germany’s modern alchemists 


By Rolf S. Shnen 
THREE times already, scientists 
from foe Society for Heavy ion 
-*L Research, Darmstadt, have “cre- 
r ated” for the mere fraction of a 
second, hitherto unknown che- 
. : - . nrical elements — for which the 
experts have unequivocal evi- 
dence: we arc referring to the 
V elements 107 and 109 in 1981 and 
1982 and foe element 108 in 
. ‘ . 1984. They are far heavier than 

. uranium and have the atomic 

' number 92, with which Nature 
' '.-7* concluded her variety of dements 

on earth. These successes, which 
v ■' caused a sensation around the 
. globe, were achieved wifoUnilac,. 
a linear accelerator, which is now 
. to become part of a far more eff- 

icient research plant 
In 1985, Dr. Heinz Rie-, 
senhuber. Federal Minister of 
' Research pqd Technoioy, gave the* 

.. go-ahead for foe expansion of the 

■'* •. ‘ Society of Heavy ion Research, 

T V ' known as GSI for short. At a cost 
of DM 275 mflfion, thisplant is to 
. v be completed by 1989, thus saf- 
eguardmg the leading position 
M r- & enjoyed by German heavy ion 
" V ' research world-wide over the past 
~ \ > £ tea years. A.drcalar accelerator, 

■ ' $ some 60 metres in diameter, is to : 
' ,-y be bnftt* this apcderator-(kxtown . 

as a synchrotro n ) will be com-' . 
r; l ' bined whh a storage ring about 
■’Y ’ half its size. The 120-metre-kaig 
Unilac WiD assumefoe role of an 


injector in this combination, sup- 

It will deliver them at^O nriffion 
electro volts per fundamental nuc- 
lear particle — as the energy mass 
in called — into the- synchrotron,- 
where they wiD then be acc- 
elerated to no less than 13 billion 
electrovolts per fundamental nuc- 
lear particle. The new and unique 
feature about the proposed plant 
is the combination of synchrotron 
and storage ring, since only thr- 
ough them is n pti» n» m tuning 

of one or two heavy km rays to the 
experiments concerned possible. 

hi a way, foe heavy ion res- 
earchers are practising modem 
alchemy — and not only that 
They can, for instance, make gold 
oat of quicksilver and platinum 
out of gold — if only m “une- 
conomic” quantities of a few 
dozen atoms. This s possible by 


Acoonfiagty, heavy ions are the 
nuclei of heavy atoms (including 
uranium) whim, have been lib- 
erated fiom their electron shell 

iged^^T^ronntrf^S^aige 
they can be accelerated with ele- 
ctrical forces and then, by means 
of accurately coo r dinated knp- 
etns, made to interact with other 


incidentally, still have no name. 
Their brief “speU of life” is ove- 
rshadowed by the fasematmg que- 
stion of why Nature chose ura- 
nium in particular as the heaviest 
element with which to coodude 
her creative, activity cm earth. 
There is a further question: Just 
how far can the advance towards 
foe frontiers of the material world 


atomic nuclei, whose combination 
of baric proton and neutron de- 
ments mdicates their chemical 
pn^>ffltiesinea(focaro:ifaproton 
is extracted from a gold atom, foe 
result is a platinum atomic nuc- 
leus. The scalpel for such ope- 
rations is a high-energy heavy ion 
ray — backed by the idea, in turn, 
that the smallest particles erf msd- 
ter can be best influenced, sma- 
shed, or transformed, by similar 
particles — and thus studied fiom 
various angles. . 


There is a further question: Just how far can 
the advance towards the frontiers of the mat- 
erial world go? Some theorists continue to 
assume the presence of this or that island of 
material stability in the sea of Mother Nat- 
ure's possibilities - such as longlife , super 
heavy elements in the region of atomic num- 
ber 114 -and even more audacious - atomic 
numbers in the region of 1 64: 


atomslocated infoe target area. In 
this way, heavy ion physics exa- 
mines, m foe wxiest sense, the var- 
ious processes which occur when 
high-energy ions penetrate mat- 
ter. 

The results obtained are not 
only sensational because of the 
successful synthesis of the de- 
ments 107, 108 and 109 — which. 


gpU Some theorists continue to 
assume foe presence ci fois or that 
island of m a ter ial stability in the 
sea of Mother Nature’s pos- 
sibilities — such as long Bfe super 
heavy dements m the region of 
atomic lumber 114 — and even 
‘more audacious — atomic num- 
bers in the region of 164. 

The proposed extension of the 


chemical dement system also inc- 
ludes an inward glance, pen- 
etratmg the structure of the ato- 
mic nuclei and seeking to identify 
the forces assembled there. In 
1981, for example, a new type of 
radio-activity — known as proton 
decay from the basic state — was 
discovered at G5I during foe syn- 
thesis and e xamin ation of foe 
decay of neutron-starved nuclei. It 
even proved possfcle to create 
thin gs which do not exist, eg. an 
atom with the incredibly high 
number of 188 — a super heavy 
ghost-atom. It came into being for 
a short time daring the collision of 
a heavy ion with another atom 
whereby they united under a joint 
electron shell. When investigating 
mirffigr particles in the highest 
fields, initial indications 
of a “collapse of foe vacuum” 
were discovered as for back as 
1980. 

By means of the expanded ins- 
tallation, research is to be pri- 
marily carried out into nuclear 
matter i tself. Here, Ithree fun- 
damental forces are of special 
■importance, c alle d by foe experts 
foe strong, the electro- m ag ne tic, 
and the weak interaction. Tog- 
ether with gravitation they det- 
ermine foe whole outward app- 
earance of tiie material world. By 
bo awarding heavy atomic nuclei 
with energy-laden heavy ions of 
thfe type — as can only be pro- 


vided by foe new plant — it is 
hoped to be able smmltaneousty 
to observe reactions which may 
possirty point to hiterto unknown 
properties of matter. In so doing, 
thought is being given to com- 
pressiog nuclear matter to a level 
where even the study of ast- 
rophyskal process — such as the 
genesis of a neutron star —wiD be 
possible. 

In foe background information 
on this project, it states aptly in 
regard to baric research Whatis, 
inpriactoje.new is the sum total of 
many individually less spectacular 
efforts — the tip of the icebeTg, as 
it were.” One of these iceberg tms 
at GSI is also apparent fiom foe 
fact that heavy km rays can, inter 
afia, drill . tiie finest microscopic 
holes ever known anywhere in the 
world to date. In this manner, fil- 
ters intended to separate bacteria 
— and even viruses — can be 
made. Its most important app- 
lication, however, may well be 
something which is already reg- 
arded as feasible, i.e. foe ability to 
measure the defoimability of red 
Wood corpuscles. It is on foe cards 
that a new and highl y effective 
process my be developed for med- 
lcal purposes which will make the 
diagnosis of blood diseases qui- 
cker and more reliable: a sort of 
medical “roadworthiness test” for 
foe blood The German Res- 
earch service. 


developing the Brahmaputra 
which would be forsaken by India. 

A second compromise would 
involve India having the bulk of 
the canal and p ro mis ing Ban- 
gladesh extra Ganges water when 
Nepal allowed it to buDd dams. 
This would probably require a 
higher level of personal com- 
mitment political leadership 
than Gen. Ershad could deliver. 

The third and cheapest solution 
would be for Bangladesh and 
India to agree to share foe existing 
water and to abandon, at least for 
the time being, all plans to aug- 
ment tiie Ganges. That at least 
would clear the way for the Woiid 
Bank to carry out a I feasibility 
study for future projects. “It is a 
very long term problem; there are 
no quick solutions, we are really 
talking for the next century,” says 
a World Bank official — Fin- 
ancial-Times feature. 


By Celia Curtis 

A FLAN of action to reverse Afr- 
ica’s economic decline and eco- 
logical deterioration is proposed 
in a report ou the State of the 
World 1986 published last month 
February) by the Woridwatch 
Institute in Washington. 

Warning that Africa is losing its 
ability to feed itself, it suggests 
that the only successful economic 
development strategy will be one 
that restores the natural systems 
on which foe economy depends. 
Millions of people most plant 
trees, build soil conservation ter- 
races and plan smaller families. 

■ “More capital will be needed, 
ouch more, but tiie heart cf the 
reversal strategy will be the mob- 
ilisation of the people” says the 
report, which points to the Kenya 
model of soil conservation and 
new tanning practices which inc- 
rease the land's vegetative cover 
and reduce the likelihood of sev- 
ere erosion. 

It sees tiie restoration of Afr- 
ica’s woodlands and forests as ess- 
ential to the recovery of agr- 
iculture cm which the continent’s 
economic prospects depend. It 
supports a world Bank proposal 
for the provision of a tree nursery 
in every market centre in Africa. 
Aid donors would have to ack- 
nowledge the needs and defer to 
the judgement of foe rural people 
who wfli do the bulk of the pla- 
ntmg, maintenance and forest 
management. 

“These 380 million men, 
women and children in the cou- 
ntryside constitute the only labour 
force large enough to turn Africa's 
forest decline around.” 

Declaring that traditional cul- 
tivation practices can no longer 
sustain foe momentum of pop- 
ulation growth, it advocates a rev- 
olution in farming systems that 
wftl take African agriculture back 
to its odturri aid ctimatic roots — 
'a savanna agriculture, patterned 
on the natural vegetation that it 
replaces, integrating crops, liv- 
estock and trees. . 

Such agroforestry methods 
can be tailored to the desiccated 
Sahel and the moist fa rmlands of 
equatorial and coastal West Afr- 
ica. Their universal appeal is red- 
uced soil erosion, increased nut- 
rient cycling and biological act- 
ivity in topsoil and drought res- 
ilience. 

Most important, on the agr- 
icultural front, it says that local 
people must be involved in setting 
up programmes to raise .pro- 
ductivity. • ■ 

In 1984, 140 mflfion of Africa’s 
S31 mflfion people were fed ent- 
irely with grain fiom abroad, and 
food imports claimed 20 per cent 
of total export earnings. The reg- 
ion’s cereal import bill rose by 
ninefold in the decade up to 1983. 

Africa’s agriculture is widely 
neglected and international aid 
programmes have focused on spe- 
cific projects to the detriment of 
food pricing policies. Even foe 
Worid Ra nk admit* its failure in 
this respect. 

Africa’s plight is parity rooted 
in its phenomenal rate of pop- 
ulation growth — tiie fastest of 
any continent in history — says 
Lester Brown, President of foe 
Woridwatch Institute and co- 
author of the report. Death rates 
were reduced with the int- 
roduction of fnbhc health mea- 
sures and vaccinations, but in the 
absence cf parallel efforts to red- 
uce birfo rates, overall population 

Giotto mission 
entry to space 

By Douglas Hamilton 

Reuier 

BONN — Through its probe of 
Halley’s comet foe Europeans 
Space Agency (ESA) has joined 
foe US. and the Soviet Union in 
an exclusive club of inter- 
planetary explorers. 

Its Giotto spacecraft grazed foe 
comet and sent back Eve pictures 
in the first erf the agency’s projects 
to have wide public appeal. 

The space drama relayed to the 
agency’s Operations Control Cen- 
tre in Dannstadt, south of Fra- 
nkfurt, was beamed live to at I east 
36 countries cm all five continents 
and, in a notable switch, the major 
U.S. television networks were 
.guests, rather than hosts, to the 
spectacle. 

Established in 1973 and based 
in Paris, ESA groups France, Bri- 
tain, West Germany, Bel gimn, foe 
Netherlands, Italy, Denmark, Ire- 
land, Spam, Norway, Sweden and 
Austria. 

It gambled some $300 million 
on the mission, conceived over six 
years ago and launched — by a 
European Ariane rocket — last 
July from the European Space 
Centre at Konrou in French Gut- 
ana. 

Giotto laid to rest the ancient 
myths of Halley’s comet, an object 
of fear through the ages, and rev- 
ealed its core to be mantled in vel- 
vety dust blacker than soot, spe- 
wing jets from strange nozzles, 
wreathed in a twisting storm of 
currents and studded with hills 
and craters. 

The scientific discoveries and 
the effect of Uve television proved 


growth accelerated. According to 
UN. projections, Africa’s 1980 
population of just under 500 mil- 
lkm will reach 1.5 bilKon by the 
year 2025 —a tiling within just 
45 years. 

Changing public attitudes on 
reducing h km rates depends on 
strong p deal leadership and 
nearly all Africa's leaders have 
until recendy regarded population 
growth as an asset not a threat. In 
their view, Africa was too sparsely 
populated and they failed to rec- 
ognise that Africa’s soils are often 
thin and that much of the con- 
tinent is arid or semi-arid. 

This view is now changing, says 
foe report, as more African lea- 
ders sense foe desperation inh- 
erent in existing population 
trends. One sign of new concern is 
a surge in requests to both the 
UN. Fund for Population Act- 
ivities and the World Bank for 
family planning assistance from 
African governments in foe past 
two years. Within 10 yearn up to 
1984 the number of sub-Saharan 
countries ifo population policies 
rose fiom two to 13. Zimbabwe's 
family planning program m e is the 
most vigorous, it says. In that cou- 
ntry some 21 per cent of married 
women of reproductive age pra- 
ctise contraception and afree ram- 
fly planning service is available to 
those earning less than 5150 per 
year. . 

It I cites World Bank estimates 
that the adoption of a “rapid” fer- 
tility decline goal in sub-Saharan 
Africa would require a twentyfold 
increase in family planning spe- 
nding by the year 2000 — 16 per 
cent a year. This would be offset 
by reduced public spending in 
other sectors. For instance, sav- 
ings in education costs alone in the 
year 2000 would reach $6 or more 
per capir> in Zimbabwe. 

The report suggests too that 

famil y planning programmes can 

only succeed by offering a full, 
range of contraceptives and ste- 
rilisation for men and women. It 
sees the adoption of a two-child 
family as a social goal — a vital 
factor in restoring a sustained 
improvement in livmg standards. 

To continue a “business as 
usual" policy towards Africa 
would write off its future, says 
Lester Brown. “Without a mas- 
sive mobilisation of resources, foe 
prospect of reversing the decline 
m per capita, grain production is 
poor, suggesting that famine wiD 
become chronic and an enduring 
feature of foe African landscape.” 

Assessing the contenders for 
the job of coordinating the nec- 
essary international effort, he con- 
siders that the United States lacks 
die necessary qualities — “even if 
it had the wfll” African ins- 
titutions are not yet capable and 
the World Bank, though not ide- 
ally suited , is bestequ^ped to ass- 
ist individual countries in out- 
lining a national development str- 
ategy to set the stage for the res- 
umption of growth in per capita ' 
food pir iction and income. 

He points out that industrial 
countries should be motivated by 
self-interest as the ecological deg- 
radation of Africa puts pressures 
an foe ability to repay the con- 
tinent’s external debt, an est- 
imated $170 billion at the end of 
1985. 

. In his opinion, die greatest risk 
in Africa is loss of hope. “How- 
ever bleak the deteriorating sit- 
uation may appear, it is of human 
origin and can yield to human 
remedy." — People feature. 

wins Europe 
club 

an intoxii .ting mixture. 

West German Technology Min- 
ister Heinz Riesenhuber called die 
mission the most important event 
in space research since the landing 
cm the moon. 

ESA scientists would not go as 
far as saying Europe now rivalled 
the superpowers in pace, but 
their hand-written “we did it” 
signs in the space centre spoke 
volumes. 

Officials said privately Europe’s 
interplanetary debut probably 
could not help bat be contrasted 
by the public with the problems 
besetting foe VS. space pro- 
gramme. 

, The explosion of the space shu- 
ttle Challenger seconds after lau- 
nch on January 28 rocked the con- 
fidence cl the U£. space com- 
munity, sparking allegations of 
dangerous complacency. 

The grounding of U.S. shuttle 
flights is already proving a win- 
dfall for the Ariane programme, 
which is being accelerated from 
eight to a maximum of 1 2 
per year to accommodate com- 
mercial clients who want their sat- 
ellites in orbit on time. 

• “Giotto is an excellent example 
of how Emope can operate on the 
same scale as the superpowers, 
employing technology even higher 
in some aspects than their sta- 
ndards ” British Aerospace dep- 
uty operations chief Hugh Met- 
calfe told Reuters.. 

“In terms cf technological cap- 
ahffity, Europe is now aheadm 
some areas, but funding prevents 
•ns from undertaking the gam* 
range of projects as the Ame- 
jicans”Metealfy added. 







-i- 


t 


Vt 

rf 

lOi 

in 

in 


R i 
dn 
wc 


"I 

sr 

or 

se 

Dt 

th 

Pi 


in 

ie 

be 


a i 
la 
tfa 
g> 
P 


< 



IORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY MARCH », *986 


Juventus, Barcelona 
square off in Turin 


TURIN, Italy (R) — Terry Venables .and Giovanni 
Trapattoni swapped threats in the manner of boxers 
warming up for a title fight Tuesday as Barcelona 
and Juventus prepared for Wednesday’s European 
Cup showdown. 


The two giants of European 
football will attract a crowd of 
over 70,000 to the Stadio Com- 
munale for a quarter-final second 
leg tie which has been dubbed 
“foe final before foe final. 1 ' 

“I have worked out how to 
break Juventus... how to combat 
their aggression,” said Venables, 
who is well aware Barcelona's 
one-goal first-leg lead will be 
under threat in Turin. 

Juventus manager Trapattoni, 
confidently brushing aside bis inj- 
ury worries, spelled out his battle 
plan when he said: “We have stu- 
died Barcelona carefully. My plan 
is to get a quick goal, as early as 
possible... I'm optimistic." 

Trapattonfs 47th birthday cel- 
ebrations Monday were soured by 
fears for foe fitness of several key 
players and foe taste of defeat in 
foe Italian league on Sunday. 

Striker Aldo Serena, who mis- 
sed the first leg through sus- 


pension, has a thi gh injury which is 
expected to keep him out of action 
for the rest of foe season and win- 


ger Massimo Briaschi, who limped 
off in the 22nd minute in Bar- 


celona, is still unfit. 

Stopper Stefano Pioli is also 
ruled out and defender Massimo 
Bonini is in doubt. But captain 
Gaetano Sdrea, a driving force in 
foe first leg, hopes to be back after 
injuring his knee in foe defeat at 
Roma on Sunday. 

Roma's 3-0 victory — only the 
second foe league leaders have 
suffered this season — betrayed 
the Turin ride’s anxiety about ret- 
aining the European Cup they 
won for the first time last year. 

Trapattoni put the defeat down' 
to nerves and dismissed sug- 
gestions foe result boded ill. “We 
are ordinary mortals.'’ he said. 
“Invincible heroes exist only in 
science fiction films." 

Barcelona’s traditionally robust 


defence has much to fear from 
Juventus* expatriate stars Michel 
Platini and Michael Laudrup. 

. Venables admitted Platini had 
been foremost in his mind when he 
planned his team’s strategy. “ Aga- 
inst people Uke Platini it is useless 
to close down the game. It is far 
better to go out and attack.” 

While Trapattoni has beenglo- 
omfiy watching his lengthening list 
of injuries, Venables has foe sat- 
isfaction of seeing several key pla- 
yers return to fitness after missing 
the first leg. 

The squad which flew to Turin 
Monday night after being delayed 
by a Spanish airport staff stnke 
included Ramon Caldere and 
Alonso Marcos, who were absent 
two weeks ago. and Francisco 
Carrasco. 


A representative of the U.5. INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
will be available on the following dates to provide inf- 
ormation on U.S. INCOME TAX FILING: 


March 23: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

American Centre. Third Circle. Jabel Amman. 

1 :00 -4:30 p.m. Consular Section, U.S. Embassy 
March 24: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. Consular Section, U.S. 
Embassy. 


You may .call 644371 ext 232 for further details. 


Liverpool! slips 
post Watford 


LONDON (R) — Welsh striker 
Ian Rush swept Liverpool into the 
last four of the English Football 
Association (FA.) Cup Monday 
with an extra-time winner against 
Watford. 

Rush struck three minutes into 
the second period of additional 
time to secure his side's semifinal 
clash with Southampton after the 
former European champions 
saved themselves from defeat with 
just four minutes remaining. 

Liverpool, second in the First 
Division behind city-neighbours 
and feUow-semifinalists Everton. 
dominated foe match but trailed 
1-0 until the 86th min ute when 
Dane Jan Mol by levelled the 
quarter-final replay from foe pen- 
alty spot after a foul on rush by 
Watford goalkeeper Tony Coton. 



West Germany’s Steffi Graf 


Graf outlasts Sabatini 


NEW YORK (R) —Steffi Graf of 
West Germany Monday beat 
15-year-old Gabriela Sabatini of 
Argentina • 6-0 6-7 (5-7) 6-2 on 
the opening nigbt of the 5500,000 
women's tennis championships 
here. 

The third-seeded Graf, 16, won 
a hard-fought battle between two 
of the brightest prospects in 
women's tennis, both playing for 
the first time in this 16-player, 
week-long season finale. 

Graf and Sabatini fought a gro- 


undstroke duel for just one minute 
under two hours, and in foe do- 
sing stages it was physical con- 
ditioning that helped sway the 
tide. 

“I thought she was going to get 
tired,” said Graf, who meets the 
winner of Wednesday’s match 
between Carlin g Bassett of Can- 
ada and American Pam Shriver. 

“1 knew she couldn't aui that 
much more after the second set. t 
never thought I was going to lose 
the third set.” Graf said. 


Faria shrugs off loss to Egyptians 






CAIRO, Egypt (AP) - Mor- 
occo’s Brazilian soccer coach 


remains confident of his team’s 
prospects in foe May 31-June 29 
World Cup despite a 1-0 loss to 
Egypt, which eliminated foe fav- 
oured North Africans from foe 
African Cup of Nations. 

“This result does not change 
anything concerning our con- 


™ian referee Hafez El Thhir, 
who had given Abou Zeid his sec- 
ond yellow card forrunmog off foe 
field in celebration of his second 
goal against Mozambique. 

Faria also criticised Ethiopian 
referee Geheysus Tesfhye. He 
sflid Tesfaye ignored some Egy-‘ 
ptian fouls and stopped tire match 
too early. The stadium dock sho- 
wed 43 minutes when foe referee 


pared, to. die on the field id take 
then revenge on a team which had 
rifminnt^rl them from foe World 
Gip” 

Morocco eliminated Egypt 
from foe World Cup finals, which 
begin May. 31 in Mexico City, with 
a pair of 1-0 victories in eli- 
mination rounds last year. 



In Mexico, Morocco w21 con- 


fidence, our morale or our amb- wed 43 minutes when the referee ^ a gnjap that also includes 
itioos," Jose Faria told the Ass- whistled foe end of the match but T vjand and England. 


odated Press following Monday 
night’s defeat, 

foe seco^^un^^foe World 
Cup. Morocco caa be foe first Afr- 
ican team to achieve this.” 

Despite being heavily favoured 
in the eight-team tournament, 
which began here March 7, the 
Moroccans were -ho match for foe 

a sdlout^crowd of lOO^OC^ wildly 
cheering home fans. 

The match, was marred by vio- 
lent scenes at foe end involving 
players and fens. 

Egypt meets Cameroun on Fri- 
day in the African Cup cha- 
mpionship match. 

Monday’s semifinal round was 
deckled in foe 79th minute when 
controversial Egyptian midfielder 
Taher Abou Zeid scored direct 
from a free kick. 

“If we had managed to reach 
foe overtime, we would have 
won,” Faria said. “ The Egyptians 
would not have been able to keep 
oa attacking with this speed and 
this fierceness. But. anyway, foe 
better team won even if the match 
was a little bit too violent, Egypt’s 
goal was scored by a player who 
should not have played and the 
match was cut snort by two or 
three minutes.” 

Abou Zeid received two war- 
nings in previous tournament 
matches, which normally brings a 
one-match automatic suspension. 
On Friday, however, foe org- 
anising committee overruled Tan- 


television’s time was 45 minutes. 

“I had 45 minutes on my wri- 
stwatch, too," Faria said. “But 
there had been a lot of int- 
erruptions for fouls and the .ref- 
eree should have let at least two or 
three minutes more .in injury 
time.” 

At the end of the match. Mor- 
occo's players rushed toward the 
referee and exchanged some 
blows with security forces who had 


The game there will be less vio- 
lent and harsh,” Faria said of foe 
Mexico matches. “The technical 
aspects will have much more imp- 


ortance titan the physical fitness. 
And that will be an advantage for 
us." 

Am Bouderbala. foe skillful 
striker from Switzerland's First 
Division side Sion, shared his 
coach's view. 


come down to foe pitch to protect “In African competition, a good 

him. Some Egyptian fans threw piay^ canno t show his skill. In 


debris from the grandstands. 

“I do not want to imagine what 
would have happened if we had 
won,” Morocco’s centre forward 
Merry Krimau said. 

Nevertheless, Faria said he and 
his players were satisfied by their 
performance in this African Cup. 

Welshman Mike Smith, who 
coaches foe Egyptian team, said 
the Moroccans showed “an ext- 
remely well-organised defence.” 
“I am sure Morocco will do well 
in Mexico," Smith said Monday. 
“ But tonight my players were pre- 


Mexico. I will be able to play my 
game,” said Bouderbala, whose 
dribbling and speed ranked him x m 
among foe best players in the Afr* ’ 
ican Cup. 


Two other leading players. 
M ohamm ed Timonmi arid Mus- 
tafa Haidamou, who mKsrd foe 
tournament because of injury, win 
strengthen Morocco during the 
World Cup. 

“With all my best playeis and 
with good preparation. Morocco 
will be dangerous,” Faria said. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large living area, dining 
room, 3 verandas, wall-to-wall carpet, telephone, cen- 
tral heating, furniture in good condition. 


Location Shmeisani 

For enquiries: Tel. 624719 Amman 
(after working hours tel: 661058) 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

Jordan Valley authority 

Invitation for Engineering Services . 
for 

Wadi Araba Development Project 


The Jordan Valley Authority is seeking the services of a 
suitably qualified international consultant to conduct a 
study of ground water resources development in Wadi 
Araba in order to introduce irrigated agriculture into 
the area and to improve social and economic con- 
ditions of the local population. 


The consultants should associate with local con- 
sultants bureaux or companies to conduct the study. 


The consultants will be required to submit technical 
and financial proposals. 


Qualification of consultants will be carried out acc- 
ording to the terms of technical proposal as outlined in 
an invitation letter. 


Terms of reference and invitation letter for the study 
are now available at the Jordan Valley Authority main 
offices at Jabal Amman, Third Circle, Ras AI ‘Ain Street. 


Tel: 641472 

P.O. Box 2792, Amman - Jordan. 
Telex 21692 JVC JO 


Offers will be received until 12:00 noon May 3rd., 1986. 


Dr. Eng. Munther Haddadin 
President 


FOR SALE AT VERY LOW PRICES 


CAR: 


BMW 518. model 1983, colour Sahara beige, KM 54,000. 
Duty NOT paid. Perfect condition. From German family 

FURNITURE FOR: 

Office table with typewriting desk. 2 filing cabinets, bed (1 60 
x 200), 2 bedside tables, 4 chairs. 1 desk (130 x 80), vacuum 
cleaner, room dividers. All Swedish made and in excellent 

condition. Amman phone 664066 • 

after 2:00 p.m. 

Ask for Mr. Heidenreich 

Location: 



DISCOUNT SALE 


Philadelphia Crystals offers from 25% - to 50% dis- 
counts on the occasion of Mothers Day. Items on sales 
are: chandeliers, ceramics, crystal, household items, 
copper & brass ware. 


Bayader Wadi Seer/Amman Tel: 819834 


Interclub bridge tourney 
gets underway in Jordan 


By Najwa Najjar 
Spedal to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN —The Interclub Bridge 
Tournament began here on March 
7th and js expected to hast for five 
months. The official body res- 
ponsible for organising the tou- 
rnament is the Jordan Bridge Ass- 
■ociaticn. 


The Association invited clubs: 
who have shown interest in bridge, 
and seven dubs are participating: 
Royal Automobile Cub (RAC). 
United Kingdom Arab Students 
(UKAS), Orthodox Cub, Urdun. 
Amman Ladies Duplicate Cub.' 
American University of Beirut 
Alumni Cub. and College de la 
Salle Cub. Some dubs have ent- 


COMMODITY IMPORT PROGRAM 


Attention: Private Business. Entrepreneurs, Joint Ven- 
tures and Public Stock Companies. 

Special financing terms are available to private sector 
importers of a wide variety of U.S. made goods (except 
for luxury items) under Commodity Import Program (CIP) 
Granft! No. 278-K-643 to the Government of Jordan. 

17 Local Jordanian Banks are participating in this pro- 
gram which offers the following terms: 

a. Down Payment of 10% in local currency. 

b. Balance to be paid from the Bill of Lading date up 
to 12, 18 months, and 5 years for Raw Materials, 
Intermediate Goods and Capital Goods respec- 
tively. 

c. The' local currency amount of all payments shall be 
fixed at exchange rate prevailing on the day the 
Letter of Credit is opened. 

d. Interest rate charged will be within a range be- 
tween 6.25% and 10.5%. 


Additional information can be obtained from the 
Commodity Management Office, Mr. Wadi Awad 
(Ext. 421) or Mr. Antone Hinn (ExL 439). Tel. 
604171. 
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FROM BELGIUM TO AMMAN BY AIR 

- • - - ii irA ■* *-■ 
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Royal Doulton 


HAVE THE PLEASURE TO INVITE YOU TO COME AND 
SHARE WITH THEM THE SPECIAL ARRIVAL OF THE 
EXQUISIT ^ CHOCOLATES, ESPECIALLY ORDERED 


I BSOutr 



THE TWO SPECIAL OCCASIONS, MOTHER’S DAY AND EASTER; 
ASSORTED GIFTS OF EASTER EGGS. . 


JOIN US AND DON’T MISS IT. 

ROYAL DOULTON - SWEIFIEH TEL. 821362 


ered more than one team, and 14 
teams overall, each with six' pla- 
yers. are competing. 

Teams will play once a week in 
different clubs, after the opening 
series, in which at the opening all 
teams played at the UKAS dab. 
Each team will play two times aga- 
inst all the other teams. The games 
.are played according to the int- 
ernational Bridge Tournament 
Olympic Regulations, and are 
managed by a director assigned by 
the Jordan Bridge Association. 
Although there are different lev- 
els of players and different gen-.- 
e rations, all will be competing aga-' 
inst each other. 

At the end of the five month 
competition, cups will be given to 
those who place 1st, 2nd. and 3rd. 
Special, prizes will be awarded to 
players with distinguished playing 
abilities. Mr. Ghassan Ghanem. a 
member of the Jordan . Bridge 
. Association organising committee 
for foe Interclub Bridge Tou- 
rnament said that these matches, 
which are being played for the first 
time under foe international reg- 
ulations. offer a good op po rt u nity 
for players to practice in long mat- 
ches. Those involved with the int- 
erclub tournament will be con- 
sidered for foe Jordan national 
team, he added. Last year .the 
team was accepted by foe World 
Bridge Federation to participate 
in official international matched' 
. and 1986 will be the first year that 
' the team will participate in int- 
ernational bridge competition. 
“We have been involved in int- 
ernational activities, but not off- 
icial. in Egypt. Kuwait. Dubai, 
Cyprus, Greece, France, and 
Monte Carlo." concluded Mr. 
Ghanem. 


y*K. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman , 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tahcm away is available 


Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


DJ. 638968 


CHEN’S . 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


Teli 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities' 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

AJeo t ak e away service 


Open daily: Noon - 3:30 i 
630 pjn. - 


jn. & 


Location: Near 3rd Circle, 

opposite to 
AkBah Hospital 


Tel: 841083 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


Take away service available 


Open doEy 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 


AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 


-'*£J 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Consists of : One bedroom, sitting room, kitchen, bat- 
hroom with telephone and central heating. Suitable 
for one person. 


Only JO n0 per month. 

Pis. call 668655 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Furnished apartments for rent with 2 bedrooms. 1 bed- 
room and studio. Area Jabal Amman, Third Circle and 
near Bustan Restaurant, University Road. 

Including tel., lift, central heating. 


Please call 644180, 644528 


FOR SALE 


1979 Range Rover (Duty NOT paid), 71,000 
km. A/C. 

jD <000 


Tel. 671287 


PASSPORT LOST 


I Hamid P. Ditta (Pakistan national) have lost my pas-= 
sport No.: A 504577. Lost on A 7th March 1 986 at 7 - 7:15 
a.m. between AI Ra'i and Sports City. 


If anyone finds it please cail: 842407 


'ONE 
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Gulf war cost 1 marine insurers 
$600 million, underwriter says 


OPEC remains divided on strategy 


BAGHDAD (R) — Marine ins- 
urers paid at least $600 million on 
Golf war claims up to the end of 
1985, a Lloyds; of London und- 
erwriter said Tuesday. . 

Mr..G.M. Loveday.of Mark 
Loveday Underwriting Agencies 
told Reuters that a farther 25 inc- 
idents in January and February 
this year had not yet been assessed 
and there had been an increase in 
attacks on shipping in March by 
both Iraq and Iran. 

Mr. Loveday is among 70 war 
risk specialists taking part in a 
three-day conference here, rep- 
resenting international insurance 
companies from 22 countries. . 

He said the depressed state of 
shipping industry would enc- 
ourage certain entrepreneurial 
shipowners and their crews to con- 
tinue offering their services in the 
Gulf at above average freight and 
charter rates, despite the dangers. 

“Even in responsible insurance 


markets, there exists a com- 
petitive element which may con- 
tinue to offer acceptable pre- 
miums. to enable international 
trade to continue,’' he said. 

He added, however, that claims 

from increased attacks on Shi- ' 
pping in recent weeks were likely 
to lead to an incrase in premiums. 

Asked about Tehran's oil shu- 
ttle service from its main export 
terminal at Kharg Island in the 
northern Gulf to Sirri Island far- 
ther south, Mr. Loveday said: 

“It is well-known that Iran has 
installed the shuttle run for Kharg 
Island and subsidises the ins- 
urance cost in order to reduce 
costs for their oil buyers. While 
some Iranian ships are used on the 
shuttle run, Iran has also cha- 
rtered neutral flag vessels which 
can get insurance cover at com- 
mercial premiums from the world 
insurance market.” 

Mr. Loveday told the first ses- 


Saudi Ports Authority reports 
sharp drop in freight h andlin g 


RIYADH (AP) — The amount of 
cargo discharged at Saudi Ara- 
bia’s ports of Jeddah and Dam- 
mam showed large drops in 1985 
primarily because the kingdom's 
large infrastructure projects have 
been completed, it was reported 
here Monday. 

The Saudi Ports Authority rep- 
orted an 18.9 per cent drop in ton- 
nage bandied at Jeddah in 1985 
compared to 1984. Tonnage han- 
dled at the Red Sea port fell to 30 
million freight tons from 37.1 mil- 
lion. 

Dammam's King Abdul Aziz 
Port on the Gulf reported a 35.7 
per cent drop between the two 
years. Freight tons handled at the 
port fell from 21 3 million tons to 
13.6 million tons. 

The decline hit most categories 
of imports but construction mat- 
erials fell die most, the Saudi Ports 
Authority said. 

The oil-rich kingdom’s con- 
struction sector has slowed down 
because most government inf- 
rastructure projects are finished 
while domestic materials factories 
are in operation, the report noted. 


The port authority said that 
cement deliveries fell by 50 per 
cent at Jeddah, and 57 per cent at 
Dammam. Deliveries of steel rei- 
nforced bars fell by 42 per cent at 
Jeddah and 52 per cent at Dam- 
mam port. 

The authority reported that 
import of durable consumer goods 
fell by 21 per cent at Jeddah to 2.7 
million freight tons, and deliveries 
s of non -durable consumer goods 
* fell five per cent to 23 million tons 
in 1985. 

In Dammam, durable consumer 
goods deliveries fell 30 per cent to 
800,000 freight tons, and non- 
durable consumer goods fell 29 
per cent. 

Deliveries of sheep rose 14 per 
cent and deliveries of goats dou- 
ble! in Jeddah, while sheep- del- 
iveries rose by 43 per cent in 

D ammam. 

Saudi Arabia, the authority 
noted, is the world’s largest imp- 
orter of live sheep. Part of this is 
due to the yearly Hajj, or pfl- 
grimage by Muslims from around 
the world to the Mecca shrines. As 
part of the pilgrimage, sheep must 
be slaughtered. 


USSR, China reach agreement 
to bolster trade, scientific ties 

. PEKING ( AP) — China andfoe Soviet Union reached an agreement 
Tuesday to further economic, trade, science and technology coo- 
peration, die official Xinhua News Agency said. 

The agreement was the result of the second round of talks of tire 
first meeting of the Sino-Soviet commission od economic, trade, 
scientific and technological cooperation, die news agency said. 

Soviet Fust Deputy Premier Ivan Arkhipov and Chinese Vice 
Premier Li Peng were the co-chairmen of die talks, the report said. 

Mr. Arkhipov is the highest-ranking Soviet to visit China in 15 
months. 

Xinhua gave no other details of the agreement. It quoted Mr. Li as 
saying he was certain the meeting would improve Chinese-Soviet 
cooperation in die areas covered by the agreement. 

The report did not say whether further meetings would be held or 
when Mr. Arkhipov plans to leave Peking. The ministry of foreign 
economic relations and trade, declined Tuesday to provide any det- 
ails of the visit. 

Mr. Arkhipov arrived last Saturday for the meeting of the com- 
mission, which was set up last year. 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One VS. (foliar 


One ounce of gold 


1.4657/67 

13920/30 

2.2455/65 

23355/65 

I. SSI 0/20 

45.93/98 

6:9000/50 

1527/1528 

17530/30 

7.1900/50 

7.0900/50 

83000/50 

350.50/351.00 


U.S. dollars 
C ana dian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss- francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share price* were closing quietly mixed but 
with a firmer bias ahead of the U.KL budget. Light selling interest 
made for a lower opening which was then followed by some 
bargain hunting, dealers said. At 1515 GMT the FTSE 100 index 
was 8J up at L630.7. 

' Blue Circle met steady demand to show a gain of 13p at 661 
whilelCI recovered an 8p fall at 992, Banks were particularly firm 
with Natwest 14p up at 832 and in higher oilsB.P. at 560 and Shell 
at 755 were both 12p dearer. 

Government bonds finned up to 3/4 point, gold shares gained 
narrowly and North Americans were tending to ease. 

ft firmer stores Burton ended 8p up at 310. Woolworth closed 
Vsp lower at 598 after Dee Corporation denied it plans bidding for 
■.fofc company. Dee was 7p up at 275.- 
’ -JBaT rose 15p to 408 and Imperial group was 2p up at 335 
despite fears of a. possible increase in tobacco tax duty in Tue-‘ 
sda/s budget RTZ finned 20p to 662 and Cons Gold added 12p 
fry 484 in mira f minin g %an<riafc. Life insurances eased slightly 
\ but composites were mixed. 

Exco was lOp down at 322. Its brokerage affiliate W-L.Cair aiid 
Sons in Tokyo has undertaken to cover an unsettled securities 
deal totalling about £30 million. . r . 


Horoscope and crosswords not 
received 


sod of the conference Monday 
that 74 ships trapped in the Shatt 
A1 Arab waterway between Iran 
and Iraq since the start of the war 
5 'A y ears ago were insured for a 
■ total of 5400 million. 

By contrast, 1 5 ships trapped in 
the Soez Canal -in 1956 were 
worth $30 milfion, he said.- 

“I have no doubt that the losses 
in the Shatt A1 Arab will go down 
in the history books of Lloyds," 
Mr. Loveday said. 

The conference, scheduled to 
end Wednesday is discussing ways 
of finding more comprehensive 
and better insurance cover for 
exports, imports and development 
projects in war situations. 

Finns threaten 
more strikes 
next month 

HELSINKI (R) — Finnish state 
employees, on a two-day walkout 
that has halted trains.disrupted 
flights and shut post offices, ann- 
ounced Tuesday they would strike 
indefinitely from April 2 if no 
wage settlement was reached. 

Up to 42,000 white-collar civil 
servants and other public workers 
began the stoppage at midnight 
Monday tojpress for higher wages, 
saying their incomes had fallen 
sharply behind those of white- 
collar workers in the private sec- 
tor. 

"The differences can go up to 
2.000 markka (5390) a month. 
We want compensation and will 
begin an indefinite strike on April 
2 tf we do not get it." Mr. Harri 
. Wetterstrand of the state emp- 
loyees’ centra] union told Reuters. 

The walkout halted all domestic 
and most international flights, 
shut down all post offices and sto- 
pped mainlin e and commuter tra- 
ins. Overloaded buses have been 
bringing commuters in from Hel- 
sinki's suburbs. 

The public workers called the 
strike- after rejecting a national 
wage agreement drawn up two 
weeks ago between the central 
negotiating body for white-collar 
workers and employers in both die 
public and private sectors. 

The settlement awarded a pay 
rise of two per cent this year and 
235 per cent next year. State emp- 
loyees want a rise of 800 markka 
(5160) plus six per cent a month. 

"We are convinced we can get 
that. We have been falling behind 
the private sector for the last 15 
years and we have calculated that 
our members have not had a rise in 
real income since 1975 ” Mr. Wet- 
terstrand said. 

He said no wage talks were sch- 
eduled for at least another week 
with the finance ministry, which is 
negotiating the pay deal on behalf 
of the state. 

Blue-collar workers reached 
agreement on a wage settlement 
last weekend after a crippling 
three-day strike by over 240,000 
employees which brought foreign 
trade and production at vital 
paper and metal industries to a 
standstill. 

The deal, signed by employers 
. and the one-million-strong trade 
union confederation SAK. gave 
pay rises of 2.4 per cent this year 
ana 2.6 per cent next. 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Three days of talks in Gen- 
eva have done little or nothing to bring Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) closer to 
an oil production policy that will stop the erosion of 
prices, OPEC sources said Tuesday. 


The OPEC nations were not 
even divided into blocs, said one 
source. “Every country is going all 
out for itself.” 

“I think it is too early to speak 
of results," said Algerian Oil Min- 
ister Belkacem Nabi. waiting with 
his colleagues for OPEC technical 
experts to complete a hasty redraft 
of the options facing them. 

And Kuwaiti Minister Ali AJ 
Khalifa A1 Sabah said the eme- 
rgency conference might drag on 
as long as next weekend. 

A scheduled ministerial session 
was postponed Tuesday so that 
the experts, who had already wor- 
ked untO the early hours of Tue- 
sday morning, would have more 


time to present their report. 

The expert group, which has 
members from all 13 states of 
OPEC was set up Monday after a 
report from the six-member mar- 
ket monitoring committee foiled 
to gain acceptance by the full con- 
ference. 

The new group is expected to 
offer a range of production policy 
options, depending on the likely 
demand for OPEC ofl and on whe- 
ther non-OPEC producers will 
cooperate. 

The options could include a new 
output ceiling, or even a ceiling 
varying with seasonal demand. 

- They are also likely to call for 
output cuts from non-OPEC sta- 


tes, five of which are due to talk to 
OPEC here Wednesday. 

But any likely plan will be 
aimed at stopping the foil in prices 
which has put the economies of 
many OPEC states under severe 
pressure. 

OPEC sources told Reuters that 
several minis ters hacf been sho- 
cked by the result of their Dec- 
ember decision to defend a share 
of the world crude oil market, 
which has been to halve prices to 
around 514 a barrel. 

The mood on the first day (of 
ihe conference) was very bad — 
rancorous,” said one source. "Ins- 
tead of talking about 03. they were 
blaming each other." 

Another source spoke of "bit- 
terness and recrimination", add- 
ing: "If that tendency begins to 
grow, it is time to adjourn the 
meeting and go home.” 

Saadi Arabia, in a statement 
from Riyadh Tuesday called for 
retention of the current 16 million 


barrel per day (b/d) output ceiling, 
with strict adherence to quotas by 
all members. 

One source told Reuters the 
kingdom’s powerful oil minister. 
Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, had 
pressed home this point at the con- 
ference. 

“For three years the Saudis 
have been telling both OPEC and 
non-OPEC people that they are 
not going to continue forever sup- 
porting foe price level by reducing 
their own production." foe source 
said. 

If foe others — including Bri- 
tain. other non-OPEC producers 
and OPEC itself — did not show 
production discipline, then Saudi 
Arabia would act likewise, they 
sakl. 

Tie Saudis were willing to end- 
ure a couple more months of fal- 
ling prices until everyone und- 
erstood that without cooperation 
evertone would suffer, said foe 
sources. 


Sudanese parties agree on 3-year programme 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Pol- 
iticians, workers, businessmen 
and fanners agreed Tuesday on 
rules to govern Sudan’s economic 
life over the next three years to try 
and bring order to the country’s 
economic chaos. 

The plan pledges all sectors of 
Sudanese society to increase pro- 
duction. It calls for new labour law 
to cut down on strikes that have 
plagued the economy since former 
president Jaafar Numeiri was ove- 
rthrown last April and new inv- 
estment laws to put more capital 
to work. 

Participants in a week-long nat- 
ional economic conference that 


drafted foe declaration said it 
would be binding on whatever 
government is seated by a con- 
stituent assembly to be elected 
next month. 

They did not say how it would 
be enforced. Conference par- 
ticipants represented all foe cou- 
ntry's major political parties, 
trade unions, employers’ ass- 
ociations and farmers’ org- 
anisations. 

The only prominent dissenting 
voice among the delegates was 
Samuel Aru. deputy premier in 
foe current military-guided gov- 
ernment and head of foe South 


Sudan Political Association. He 
said action should have been del- 
ayed until settlement of a 3- 
year-old rebellion in southern 
Sudan. 

‘At foe conference's closing ses- 
sion. Prime Minister Al Gazouly 
Dafaallah praised its "spirit of nat- 
ional detente.” 

"The conference has proved 
beyond all doubt that a national 
determination to solve Sudan's 
problems now exists,” he said. 

A key provision of the plan 
deals with “creating a suitable 
climate for nationals. Arab and 
foreign investors.” 


It calls for legislation to provide 
guarantees and incentives to lure 
investment "without hindrance to 
Sudan's higher interests or its nat- 
ional sovereignty.” 

The conference participants 
also pledged themselves to "eli- 
minate foe deep-rooted and com- 
plicated consequences of foe past 
16 years of dictatorial rule ... pur- 
ging the prevailing socio- 
economic ills inherited from the 
defunct regime." 

It called for fair trials of Num- 
eiri officials who stole public 
money but vowed that "corrupt 
parasites (will be) eliminated." 


Egyptian premier rules out imminent pound flotation 


CAIRO (R) — Prime Minister Ali 
Lutfx Tuesday dismissed market 
speculation of an imminent flo- 
tation of foe Egyptian pound. 

The issue was not currently 
being discussed, be told reporters 
when asked if a special cabinet 
meeting Tuesday would consider 
floating foe pound and unifying 
foe present multi-tiered foreign 
exchange system. 

Egyptian newspapers had ref- 
erred to foe possibility of a con- 
trolled float of foe pound, and 
banking sources bad said a dec- 
ision on tiiis was expected soon. 

The pound is officially pegged 
to foe dollar at 0.83 pounds, while 


a central bank "floating" rate set 
daily fluctuates around 1 35 pou- 
nds to foe dollar. 

In London . the Financial Times 
quoted Central B ank Governor 
All Negm as saying Egypt was 
planning a single exchange rate, 
but that this could only be imp- 
lemented over three to five years 
beCaose of foe impact on inflation. 

The International Monetary 
Fond (IMF) and the United Sta- 
tes, Egypt’s main creditors, have 
pressed for reform of foe complex 
exchange system. 

They are pressing foe gov- 
ernment to readjust the currency 
to compete with a free market 


rate, currently around 132 pou- 
nds to foe dollar. 

The free market is the; main sou- 
rce of foreign exchange for imp- 
orters and attracts a large part of 
remittances from expatriate wor- 
kers, a major foreign currency 
earner. 

The government says it is trying 
to lure transfers from Egyptians 
abroad into foe legal banking sysr- 
tera by simplifying foe foreign 
exchange system and providing a 
rate that would reflect foe pound* s 
true market value. 

Since late last year, foe gov- 
ernment has taken steps to phase 
out the 0.83 rate by applying foe 


central bank “floating” rate to 
some transactions such as the pur- 
chasing of airline tickets pre- 
viously calculated at foe official 
rate. 

With foe budget for fiscal year 
1985/S6 expected in June, ban- 
kers say foe government is hard 
pressed to come up with a new 
formula that would satisfy the 
IMF, which has held up a 5 1 .5 bil- 
lion standby agreement pending 
budgetary reforms. 

Egypt, which receives more 
than 52 billion in U3. economic 
aid annually, has a foreign debt of 
more than 530 bBlion. • • • 


Italians react with euphoria to strong ‘86 prospects 


ROME (R) — Italian business 
and political leaders, buoyed by 
predictions of better trade and inf- 
lation figures, Tuesday reviewed 
the country’s improving 1986 
economic prospects with a team 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMFJ. 

“The visiting IMF experts, con- 
ducting a routine check-up era foe 
Italian economy, have enc- 
ountered an atmosphere of gen- 
eral euphoria inspired by the ben- 
efits to Italy of a cheaper dollar 
and falling crude ofl prices. 

Treasury Minister Giovanni 
Goria and other economic min- 
isters in Prime Minister Bettmo 
Craxfs coalition will meet in foe 
next few days to discuss how best 


to use foe windfall savings, pro- 
visionally estimated at upwards of 
510 billion this year, government 
officials said. 

Italy imports about 82 per cent 
of its energy requirements, the 
highest percentage in foe Eur- 
opean Community, and stands to 
g am proportionally more than its 
trading partners from foe cheap- 
oil boom. 

The IMFs team, led by its Eur- 
opean director, Mr. Alan Whh- 
ttome, will list its rec- 
ommendations in a letter to Mr. 
Goria after consulting political 
and business leaders, official sou- 
rces said. 

Mr. Whittome Monday called 
on Bank of Italy Governor Carlo 


Ciampi and is scheduled to meet 
Mr. Goria, Budget Minister Pie- 
rluigi Romita and leading ind- 
ustrialists Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday. 

Meanwhile, Prometeia, a pri- 
vate economic research institute, 
predicted a dramatic imp- 
rovement in consumer price inf- 
lation, which it said would fall 
from the present 7.6 per cent to 
6.1 per cent by the ena of this year 
and to 33 per cent by foe end of 
1987. 

The institute, whose con- 
clusions were similar to the gov- 
ernment's own predictions, said 
cheaper oil imports would help 
reduce foe 1986 trade deficit to 
the equivalent of 5360 million this 


year from S93 billion in 1985. 

The IMF in its last economic 
forecast for Italy painted a less 
optimistic picture, predicting eco- 
nomic growth of about two per 
cent this year v compared with foe 
government figure of 2.5 to three 
per cent and Prometeia’ s 2.4 per 
cent. 

The fund also differed from foe 
government over balance of pay- 
ments, predicting an $800 million 
deficit this year after a $5 .7 billion 
shortfall in .1985. 

Mr. Goria said in a statement 
Monday that Italy must seize the 
extraordinary opportunities off- 
ered by foe unexpected fall in foe 
value of foe dollar and raw mat- 
erial prices. 


Earlier. Egypt's Ofl Minister 
Mr. Abdul Hadi Qandil blamed 
some members of OPEC for the 
sharp fall in oil prices over foe last 
three months. 

"Tie actions of some OPEC 
countries have led to foe present 
situation.” Mr. Qandil told foe 
Egyptian A] Abram newspaper. 
He cited neither names of cou- 
ntries nor questionable actions. 

“I believe the method used by 
some OPEC countries was a ven-' 
geful method." the newspaper 
quoted the minister as saying. “I 
do not know what foe wisdombeh- 

ind it was. Was it merely muscle- 

flexing? Or was it a boasting of 
strength? Or was foe intention to 
sabotage the economies of oil- 
producing countries with the exc- 
eption of one or two countries that 
have plenty of money?" 

Japanese fear 
consequences 
of strong yen 

TOKYO (R) — Japan Tuesday- 
reported that its economy grew by 
4.6 per cent last year but eco- 
nomists predicted there were hard 
times to come because of the yen's 
surge in value against foe dollar. 

The dollar, which has tumbled 
more than 65 yen since foe end of 
September, fell to a new low in 
Tokyo of 174.60 yen. 

The dollar's drop prompted 
Prime Minister Yasumro Nak- 
asone to say that Japan would 
move to stop any drastic flu- 
ctuations of foe yen. and foe U3. 
currency edged back up to end foe 
day at 174.90 yen. 

Japanese authorities are wor- 
ried that a further yen rise will dec- 
imate small -and medium-sized 
exporters already crippled by foe 
yen's rapid increase over foe last 
six months and the extra cost on 
their goods. 

The Japan's economy has in the 
past been driven by its' huge exp- 
orts, but the yen’s surge in value 
has robbed it of much competitive 
edge in the lucrative U3. market. 

One economist said foe slump 
in exports would be so large that it 
would offset the benefits of dec- 
lining oil prices and lower interest 
rates. 

"The real effect of foe strong 
yen will not come for another six 
months," said another. 

Mr. Hideo Takahashi .of foe 
long-term Credit Bank of Japan 
said foe strong yen would weigh 
heavily on the economy during foe 
coming financial year and would 
slow growth to just three per cent. 

Other economists saw even 
lower growth for Japan, some as 
little as 2.5 per cent. 

They said foe outlook for con- 
sumer spending also looked unf- 
avourable in foe coming year. 

Japan’s economic growth dep- 
ends heavily on that spending, but 
consumers are keeping tight hold 
on their purse strings because of 
worries over foe future, they said. 

Instead of lavishing money on 
Japanese-made products, the pub- 
lic is tending to put it in banks and 
savings accounts. 

Economists forecast that spe- 
nding was likely to be lacklustre 
until Japanese companies slashed 
prices on consumer goods. 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





G00P AFTERNOON, SIR .. 
I'M DOING AN ARTICLE 
FOR OUR SCHOOL R\PER„ 



HIGH SALARIES AMONG 
BASEBALL PLAYERS SEEM 
TO BOTHER SOME PEOPLE .. 
DOES THIS AFFECT YOU 7 




MY TEAM CHARGE5 
ME WAY TOO MUCH 
TO LET ME PLAY! 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 






'1 had too many hors d' oeuvres at the party. 
I feel like there's a toothpick through 
my head." 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
q by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Andy Capp 




FUNNY HOW SOME BLOKES WHO LAUGH AT 
HAIR RESTORERS BELIEVE THIS LAD. WHEN 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print an&w&r hero: 


(An**** tomorrow! 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: ANN0Y ‘“PAIR TREMOR 

[ Answer, What wedding fees usually amount to— 
THE "UNION” RATE 
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Vferid news 


U.S. aid to Contras may 
include Soviet weapons 


WASHINGTON (R) —The United States may help - 
Nicaragua’s anti-Sandinista rebels buy SoYfct-made 
S A7 anti-aircraft missiles on the Mack market if 
Congress approves military aid for them, the Was- 
hington Post reported Tuesday. 

Citing unidentified Pentagon ting a helicopter more than three 

miles away and -would be shipped 


officials and government sources, 
the Post said the battle-tested SA7 
is among die weapons Washing ton 
may buy for die rebels,, called 
Contras, who are fi ghting Ni- 
caragua's leftist government. 

There was no immediate official 
comment 

The Central Intelligence Age- 
ncy (CIA') has supplied money to 
buy Soviet SA7s on the black 
market for anti-government reb- 
els in Afghanistan to help them 
battle Soviet helicopters there, the 
newspaper said. 

In Nicaragua, the anti-aircraft 
missiles would be used against 
Soviet-made helicopters piloted 
by SanrtinktHK , it said. 


A U.S. counterpart to the SA7, 
the Genera] Dynamics Corp. 
shoulder-fired Redeye missile, 
may also be purchased for the 
Contras if Congress approves the 
aid package, the Post raid. 


Congress is currently debating a 
Reagan administration request for 
$70 million in military aid and $30 
million in non-lethal aM for the 
Contras. 

The House of Representatives 
is scheduled to vote on the pac- 
kages Thursday, with opponents 
claiming to have a slight majority. 

The New York Times quoted 
administration and congressional 
sources as saying the CIA was 
ready to supply the rebels with 
U 5. -made Stinger anti-aircraft 
missiles if Congress approved mil- 
itary aid. 

The sources said the shoulder- 
fired Stingers were capable of hit- 


to Honduras and turned over to 
the rebels as soon as possible, die 
paper reported. 

House Democratic leaders said 
President Reagan's television 

re£ds has fallen flat arnTtulkOT 
public opinion poll appeared to 
support their conclusion. 

The poll, taken by ABC Tel- 
evision immediately after Mr. 
Reagan’s broadcast on Sunday 
and released Monday night, sho- 
wed 30 per cent of those que- 
stioned approved new military aid 
for the Contra rebels while 54 per 
cent opposed it. 

Ten days ago a similar poll sho- 
wed 34 per cent of respondents 
favoured new aid and 59 per cent 
opposed it. In the latter poll the 
number of undecided respondents 
doubled to 16 percent, ABC said. 

The poll, which has a margin of 
error of about five per cent, sho- 
wed that 36 per cent of those que- 
stioned approved of Mr. Reagan’s 


handtip g of the Nicaraguan sit- 
uation while 48 per cent dis- 
approved. 

Mr. Reagan has often used tel- 
evision in past battles with Con- 
gress on major issues, successfully 
exerting pressure on doubting 
lawmakers to back bis position. 

Some congressional Rep- 
ublicans, along with the White 
House v siud Monday that reaction 
from their constituents favoured 
Mr. Reagan and improved his 
chances of winning the vote on 
Thursday in the Democratic- 
con trolled House. 


But assistant Democratic 
House leader Thomas Foley, an 
opponent of the proposal, said be 
saw no evidence Mr, Reagan hurt 
his side’s 12-16 vote advantage in 
the 435-member House. 

“As far as I can tell the pre- 
sident's address has not impacted 
the vote in the House ... my very 
great confidence is we win win this 
vote on Thursday,” he told rep- 
orters. 

House Speaker Thomas 
O'Neill, leading opposition to the 
package, said his office had rec- 
eived 149 telephone calls opp- 
osing the aid package and 38 sid- 
ing with Mr. Reagan. 

Tony Coelho, another top 
House Democrat, said reaction 
from his constituents was heavier 
than normal after a presidential 
speech and had been running 
five-to-onc against Mr. Reagan. 

Meanwhile the Soviet Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda charged 
President Reagan Tuesday with 
trying to blackmail the UJS. Con- 
gress into granting $100 million of 
aid to anti-government rebels in 
Nicaragua. 

Pravda was commenting on an 
address by Mr. Reagan last Sun- 
day in which he said Nicaragua 
was building a deep-water port 
with d mnmmst aid and that the 
Sandinisu. government was tur- 
ning the country into a command 
post for world terrorcm. 

“As if unaware that his country 
maintains di ploma tic relations 
with the Managua government, 
Mr. Reagan the Samfinistas 

"a criminal regime’ and imputed to 
them every mortal sin,” Pravda 
said. 

“Reagan went out of his way to 
blackmail the congressmen who, 
despite a dministr ation pressure, 
are unwilling to grant S100 mil Ho n 
in aid to the Contras,” Pravda 
said. 


Shuttle had 748 critical 


parts with no back-up 


SPACE CENTRE, Houston (AP) 
— Seals on Challenger’s rocket 
boosters were among 748 parts 
whose failure would have doomed 
the spacecraft but were approved 
even though they didn't meet ideal 
standards, an engineer says. 

Waiveis were issued for 617 of 
the 748 parts after evaluations 
determined they could be. flown 
without unnecessary risk. Eng- 
ineer Marion E. Merrell of the 
Johnson Space Centre said Mon- 
day. 

Such “critically 1 items” exist 
on jetliners and cars and probably 
always will exist on space shuttles, 
said Merrell head of the centre’s 
Safety. Reliability and Quality 
Assurance Office. 

The remaining 131 parts were 
exempted from the classification 
system because there was no way 
to establish a redundancy, or bac- 
kup. These parts included such 
things as the wings and tail. 

Weivers are granted for “those 
items that we are not able to get up 
to standards,” but not “until all 
avenues are exhausted,” Merrell 
said. 

Challenger exploded 73 sec- 
onds after .launch on Jan. 28, kil- 
ling its seven crewmembers. A 
presidential commission inv- 
estigating the accident has focused 
on the right solid rocket booster 
whose seals, called O-rings, are 
believed to have failed. 

The seals were on the critical 
items list and granted a waiver. 

A total of 114 critically 1 items 
were on the shuttle’s solid rocket 


booster. Fifty-nine were granted 
waivers. . 

The critical-items list was dev- 
eloped to aid management in eva- 
luating the risks of the shuttle 
parts and systems. 

Ori ginally ., waivers for critically 
1 items required the approval of 
National Aeronautics 'and Space 
Administration (NASA) head- 
quarters in Washington, b ut on 
Feb. 14, 1984, the authority was" 
granted to each of the centres res- 
ponsible for shuttle components, 
Merrell said. 

Initially, NA^A officials had 
estimated the tL of critical items 
at about 900, buta final tally since 
the accident showed 748. 

Of the 748 critically 1 items, 
335 are on the orb iter, with 304 
granted waivers. 

Meanwhile a government rep- 
ort has said that at least 40 people 
could eventually die of cancer in 
the United States as a result of an 
explosion of a space shuttle car- 
rying an atomic-powered payload. 

However, the chance of any one 
person dying of cancer because of 
such an accident are “20 rimes less 
likely than being killed by lig- 
htning," says the report, which 
was made public by the Energy 
Department late Monday. 

The report concludes that if an 
accident occurred on the launch 
pad or in the fir stage of flight 
and the explosion were sufficient 
enough -to -release the plutonium, 
between '40 and 43 cancer deaths 
could eventually result 
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SOFT ON 

Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
+ 982 
<7AQ 
O AKJ7 
+ A974 

WEST EAST 

♦ 73 +5 

<7 J 9542 K 1087 

0 108 OQ943 

+ KQJ3 +10852 

SOUTH 
+ AKQJX064 
<7 63 
0 652 
*6 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
4 4 Pass 6 + Pass 
Pass Pane 

Opening lead: King of ♦. 


Spot cards can be of critical im- 
portance. Because dummy had the 
seven of diamonds rather than the 
Tour, alter a club lead declarer's 
< chances for his contract were vir- 
tually cast-iron. 

At Ibis vulnerability, the opening 
four spade preempt promised seven 
playing tricks. North knew that a 
slam could be no worse than on a 
finesse, so he wasted no time in bid- 
ding what be hoped he could make. 

West led the top of his club se- 
quence, and mast declarers would 
have been satisfied to draw trumps 
and try a diamond finesse first. If 
that tailed, they would go for a 3-3 
diamond split. And if that suit did 
not break favorably! they could still 


THE REDS 

fall back on a heart finesse. The 
combined odds or these various 
chances is almost 85 percent, but as 
the cards lie, tRe contract would be 
doomed to failure. 

As an alternative, declarer could 
strip clubs while drawing trumps, 
then try for a throw-in by easbing 
the ace of hearts a id exiting with 
the queen. That is a sure-fire line if 
East has the king of hearts, but if 
West had the king the fate of the 
contract would hinge on the dia- 
mond finesse. And declarer would 
then he s laughing stock for not 
simply taking a heart finesse. 

Declarer found a way to exploit 
dummy's seven of diamonds. He 
won the ace of clubs and ruffed a 
club high. He crossed back to 
dummy twice with the 9-8 of trumps 
to ruff two more clubs. Since both 
opponents were now reduced to 
nothing but red cards, the contract 
was secure. 

Declarer led a diamond. Intending 
to end play East by inserting the 
seven had West followed with a low 
diamond. When West produced the 
eight, he merely delayed South's 
plan for a moment. Declarer won 
the king, came back to hand with a 
trump and led another diamond. 
West produced the ten and declarer 
Guessed the jack. East won the 
queen, but he was left with a choice 
of unhappy returns in the red suits. 
Whichever suit be chose would be 
into one of dummy's tenues, and 
would present declarer with the 

fulfilling trick. 


Cordovez 
close to 


breakthrough 
in Afghan 
peace talks 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A United 
Nations mediator hinted Tuesday 
he had found a way to breakthe 
deadlock in negotiations between 
Afghanis tan and Pakistan ion a 
Soviet troop withdrawal from 


rjST. Under-Secretary General 
Die go Cordovez told journalists 
tile two countries would discuss 
the withdrawal when indirect 
U.N. sponsored talks resume in 
Geneva soon. 

Mr. Cordovez said the two sides 
would inform him shortly whether 
they accepted his proposals. 

Indirect talks have readied agr- 
eement on threemain points bat a 
ti m et ab le for withdrawing Soviet 
troops is held up by a 


over the format of the talks. 

"I have received in Kabul a text 
of a draft ofiostnunott four which 
contains a timetable,” Mr. Cor- 
dovez saU, referring to the last 
item in the proposed four-point 


“I have discussed the substance 
of instrument four with the For- 
eign Minister of Pakistan. So in a 
way I am already pre p a ring for the 
discussion of that very import a nt 
issue.” 

Pakistan refuses to meet Afg- 
hanistan in direct talks because it 
does not recognise the Soviet- 
backed government of President 
Babrak Karmal. 

Kabul says it has worked out a 
plan with Moscow to withdraw the 
troops but will not reveal it until 
Islamabad agrees to direct talks. 

The mediator, who visited Isl- 
amabad three times and Kabul 
twice to prepare another Geneva 
round, said he was confident the 
problem would be solved. 

“I believe I have an the ele- 
ments. There is no doubt about 
the readiness of my interlocutors 
to get down to negotiating that ins- 
trument,” he said. 


Mr. Cordovez declined to dis- 
cuss how the timetable, which 
Af ghan Fo reign Minister Shah 
Mohammad Dost has said he 
would present on a “take- 
it-or-leave-it basis,” would fit into, 
the peace package. 

Western diplomats say the rel- 
ationship is crucial because Kabul 


might delay the pullout if it felt 
Islamabad was not stopping 


Pakistan-based rebels from att- 
acking its troops. 

Islamabad denies any ties to the 
rebels but guerillas say they have 
t raining camps hi Pakistan. 


The indirect talks, which began 
in 1982, have already led to agr- 
eement on ways to end outside 
support for Muslim rebels fighting 

Kabul, international guarantees 
for a settlement and the r ep- 
atriatkm of about 4.5 milfion Afg- 
han refugees from Pakistan ami 
Iran. . 

Soviet forces entered Afg- 
hanistan in 1979 to prop op the 
faltering Cn mrYBintsT gov ernmen t 
and now number about 115,000, 
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Continued 
S. African 


violence 
claims 8 
more lives 


JOHANNESBURG (R) —Eight 
blacks died in tribal fi ghting and 
township violence overnight and 
two white women and a child were 
injured when they were caught 
in South Africa’s unrelenting 
anti-government protests. 

The flare-up in violence came 
hours after Finance Minister Bar- 
aid Du Hessis presented a budget 
which the nation’s main internal 
opposition group warned Tuesday 
was likely to fuel political res- 
istance. 

Anglo American Corporation 
said six miners were killed and 
eight injured Monday night in tri- 
bal fi ghting between Xhosas and 
Basothos at- Vaal Reefs Gold 
Mine. 

A spokesman said mine security 
intervened to stop the fitting in a 
black miners’ hosteL The spo- 
kesman added that 1 ,250 men had 
Tuesday resigned from the mine. 

Fourteen black miners died in 
unrest at gold mines over the wee- 
kend. 

The latest violence brought to 
more than 43 the death toll in the 
10 days since President P.W. 
Botha lifted emergency rule da- 
mped on protest-torn areas of the 
country last July. 


Police said one black man was 
killed overnight when police in 
Little Soweto township near the 
eastern Cape city of Port Eli- 
zabeth fired shotguns to drive off a 
crowd stoning and petrol- 
bombing patrols. 

A black councillor who opened 
fire with a shotgun after a crowd 
stoned his car killed a black youth 
at SeisoviDe in the Orange Free 
State. 

Two white women and a child 
were hurt after Macks stoned and 
petrol-bombed passing cars at 
Groblersdal, 170 kilometres north 
east of Johannesburg, police said. 
Whites have been largely irnimme 
to the protests. 

The two-mfllioa-stiong United 
Democratic Front (UDF), the 
major anti-apartheid group, war- 
ned Tuesday that Monday’s bud- 
get was Hkdy to result in further 
drops in employment and real 
wages. 

‘Together with this direct imp- 
act on the tost of living, the effects 
of this budget are likely to fuel 
political resistance rather than 
stem it,” the UDF said in a sta- 
tement 

The UDF said that South Africa 
had to make real changes to the. 
race segregation system to solve 
the country’s problems. 

France Minister Du Plessis' 
budget gave more money to Mack 
education and housing while also 
handing oat minor tax cuts to app- 
ease whites. 

He also announced a 20 per 
cent rise in defence spending and a 
12.2 per cent increase jn the police 
budget Counter-insurgency tra- 
ining jumped by 62 per cent 

Meanwhile, a group of Com- 
monwealth envoys met jailed 
Mack nationalist leader Nelson 
Mandela in a prison near Ope 
Town last week, informed sources 
said Tuesday. 

They were confinning press 
reports abroad of the meeting. 
The 68-year-old Mandela has 
been jailed for more than 20 years 
cm charges of subversion and sab- 
otage. 

The sources gave no further 
details about the meeting. 


Filipino rebel attacks claim 114 
lives since Aquino took office 


At 

least 114 people have been lolled 
in attacks involving Co mmunis t 
rebels since President Corazon 
Aquino took office, officials say, 
despite efforts to work out a 
cease-fire. 

Three different dashes in the 
countryside were reported Tue- 
sday by militar y authorities or 
news media, including an enc- 
ounter in Cagayan province north 
of Manila that left 23 people dead. 

Defence Minister Juan Ponce 
Emile said Monday that the adm- 
inistration should ask guerrilla 
leaders whether they still are int- 
erested in reconciliation. 


It called for land reform and tire 
removal from the Philippines of 
two U-S. military facilities, Clark 
Air Base and Subic Bay Navy 
Base. 


The New People’s Army is the 
i of foe Philippines 


military arm 
Communist Party. The j 
rates in foe country’s Bicoi area 
south east of Manila, one of the 
most active rebel areas in recent 







IS** 


Mrs. Aquino, in her campaign 
against Marcos in the Feb. 7 pre- 


sidential election, promised a 
six-moafo cease-fire with the gue- 
rrillas, who are estimated to have 
12,000 to 30,000 followers. 

In addition, more than 500 pri- 
soners, inducting top former lea- 
ders of the Cbmmunist Party, 
were ordered released in the first 
of Mrs. Aquino’s presidency. 

top mihtaTy'niniffiflls exp- 

reservations when Mrs. 
Aquino first proposed the cease- 
fire after taking office Feb. 25, 

to^boLter foeir ownattaeks. 

■ The Communists’ national lea- 
dership has not formally taken up 
Mrs. Aquino’s offer, and at least 
two regional chapters have been 
reported as saying they would not 
surrender unless radical reforms 
were introduced. 

The Manila Times Journal new- 
spaper published a statement Tue- 
sday by the Bicoi command of the 
Communist New People’s Army 
(NPA), saying it would continue 
armed struggle to “mop up the 
remnants of foe Fascist mac- 
hinery” of the deposed Marcos 

arfriimts tratinn. 


years. « 

In Associated Press tally of 
rebel-related* incidents reported 
by the military and media shows 
that of the 114 reportedly killed 
during foe last 18 days, 54 were 
soldiers or militiamen, 25 were 
rebels and 25 were civilians. 

Mrs. Aquino Tuesday named 
top criminal lawyer Jose Diokuo 
to head a Philippine human rights 
co mmissio n with wide-ranging 
powers, including the right to reo- 
pen investigations into her hus- 
band’s murder.. 

The commission will examine 
complaints of killings, torture, 
unexplained disappearances, mid 
other human rights violations 
under Marcos. 

Mr. Diokno, a human rights act- 
ivist, was jailed in 1972 when 
Marcos imposed nine years of 
martial law. 

His appointment was ann- 
ounced by presidential spokesman 
Rene Saguisag who said it would- 
be for foe commission to decide 
whether to reopen the probe into 
the trilling of Mis. Aquino's hus- 
band, opposition leader Bemgno 
Aquino, m 1983. 

Marcos’ military chief Fabian 
Ver and 25 other men were acq- 
uitted of involvement in the mur- 
der. Mrs. Aquino has frequently 
said she Suspects Marcos was beh- 
ind the a yp>«wia finn- . . 

One of the prosecutors in the 
case said last month that foe jud- 








ges were under pressure to acquit 
the defendants; all military men 
except one. 

The Aquino government has 
already freed more than 400 pol- 
itical prisoners. 

Task Force Detainees (TFD), a 
private organisation which mon- 
itors human rights violations, says 
600 people are still listed as mis- 
sing from the Marcos years. 


Saguisag said Mrs. Aquino 
would preside over a cabinet mee- 
ting Wednesday, the second since 
she came to power three weeks 
.ago, and foe question of whether 
,to declare a revolutionary gov- 
ernment would be discussed. 


The issue came up at the first 
cabinet meeting but was referred' 
to a committee. 


Some of Mrs. Aquino's aides 
are urging foe president to declare 
a revolutionary gove mmen t which 
would give her immense powers to 
do away with the administrative 
structure set up by Marcos. 


U.S. gives support for Ulster pact 


WASHINGTON (R) — Irish 
Prime Minister Garret Fitzgerald 
has received fresh pledges from 
President Reagan and con- 
gressional leaders on U^. backing 
for an Anglo-Irish accord an Nor- 
thern Ireland. 


leaders, Mr. Fitzgerald said he was 
pleased with foe economic aid 
biffs rapid passage and he hoped 
nothing would hold it up in the 
Senate. 


Mr. Fitzgerald, who returned 
home Tuesday, thanked Mr. Rea- 
gan during a meeting Monday for 
supporting a $250 mutton aid] 
kage for Northern Ireland 
the House of Representatives has 
approved. The Senate vote is still 
pending. 


Some congressmen, fearing the 
money might not be evenly dis- 
tributed between Protestants and 
minority Catholics, have insisted 
on further bearings before putting 
die issue to a vote. 


Mr. Reagan -said during die 
meeting that Washington was det- 
ermined to support the accord 
which for the first time provides 
the Irish government with a say in 
the affairs of British-ruled Nor- 
thern Ireland. 

After meeting congressional 


Mr. Fitzgerald told a news con- 
ference he .had detected a sof- 
tening of opposition to the 
Anglo-Irish agreement from 
bard-fine Protestants in Northern 
Ireland who want the province to 
remain British. 

“I foink there has been in recent 
weeks a g ro w t h of realism among 
Unionists in Northern Ireland, a 
realistic appreciation of die agr- 
eement as a binding agreement 


between Britain and Ireland,” be 
said. 

“We don’t want to exclude 
them,” he said. “They are die 
majority in die province.” 

Mr. Fitzgerald also took part in 
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. At 
a White House ceremony Monday 
he presented Mr. Reagan with a 
traditional gift of fresh shamrock 
and a two-root crystal replica of 
foe Statue of Liberty. 

The Irish Prime Minister con- 
ferred Irish c i riMnahip on Hou- 
se Speaker Thomas O’Neill,' who 
retires later diis year after 50 years 
of public service including 33 
years as a congressman. 

At a rimnar in honour of die 
Massachusetts Democrat, Mr. Fit- 
zgerald said Mr. O’ NeiD, who is of 
Irish descent, symbolised foe 
“extraordinary close ties between 
Ireland and the United States.” 


1 killed, 3 hurt in Malaysian blast 


KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia 
(R) — Four bombs exploded in 
die Sabah logging town of San- 
dakan Tuesday, killing a new- 
spaper seller, wounding three pol- 
icemen and causing panic in tire 
streets, police said. 

The bombs were the latest in a 
wave of unrest over the past week 
in the east Malaysian state where 
Muslim opposition supporters are 
trying to oust the mainly Christian 
government. 

Three people have been killed, 
and seven hurt in the unrest with 
22 bomb blasts reported so far. 

An arson attack kilted two 
women in nearby Ta wan late last 
week and bombs in Kota Kin- 


abalu, the state capital, earlier 
hurt four people. 

Police have also reported num- 
erous bomb hoaxes, fires and 
demonstrations by militant Mus- 
lims. 

Riot police have battled tho- 
usands of mili tant Muslims cha- 
nting “AUahu-Akbar” (God is 
Great) and stoning cars and pas- 
sersby in the capital of die east 
Malaysian state m protest against 
alleged religious discrimination. 

Muslim opposition parties have 
gone to court to try to oust foe 
mainly Christian Parti Bersatu 
Sabah (PBS), which they have 
denounced as anti-lslamic. 

The bombs in Sandakan wre- 


cked a petrol station and damaged 
a cinema, an electrical goods shop 


and four vehicles, police sources 
said. A fourth bomb was defused 


in a shopping complex car 
People were evacuated from a 
block of flats and shops and bus- 
inesses in die town dosed down. 

In Kota Kinabalu, truckloads of 
armed riot police were stationed 
at strategic points and police still 
manned some roadblocks, res- 
idents said. They described the 
town as quiet but nervous after 
a week of bombs and marches. 

They said several hundred Mus- 
lims had gathered at foe state 
rrosque, starting point of earlier 
violent demonstrations. 


One of six escaped c riminals surrenders in Delhi 


NEW DELHI (R) — One of the 
six men who escaped from a Delhi 
prison on Sunday with int- 
ernationally wanted criminal Cha- 
rles Sobhraj has surrendered, pol- 
ice said Tuesday. 

Police Commissioner RJC. Sha- 
rma told Reuters Dinesh Kumar 
returned to the top-security Tihar 
Jail Monday night and gave him- 
self op. 

Mr. Sharma said Kumar, whose 
prison sentence for theft was due 
to run out in a month, was being 
lice hunting for. 


and Interpol and pot out a red 
alert,” Mr. Sharma said. 

The seven meh strolled to fre- 
edom after accomplices per- 
suaded 

birthday sweets. 

Delhi Police Commissioner 
Ved Marwah Monday announced 
a reward of 25,000 rupees 
($2,000) for information leading 
to Sobhraj's capture. Kumar car- 
ried a reward of 5,000 rupees 



he walked out with 
the others on Sunday and roamed 
around New Delhi that day and 
Yesterday,” Mr. Sharma said. 
“He said he decided it was not 
worth it because he would anyway 
have been released soon from pri- 


son. 


Sobhraj, a french national, has 
been charged by Indian and Thai 
police with robber-murders in 
which victims were drugged. He 
has been jailed in India since 1976 
and faced possible extradition to 
T hailand. 

The Sajgon-bBm son of an Lid; 
ian -father and a French- 
Victnamcse mother, Sobhraj is 
also sought by France, Greece, 
Turkey, Iran, Nepal and Hong 
Kong. 

Two days after the escape, Sob- 
hraj and foe five other jai- 
lbreakexs were still eluding a mas- 
sive poKce dragnet 
“We have sent descrjjtioiis of 
all foe men to other Indian states 


Police were also seeking Raju 
Bhatnagar, who was in Tihar Jail 
on charges of banditry until his 
release on bail three months ago. 
Bhatnagar was a friend of Sobhraj 
and was likely to have mas- 
temuaded the escape, police said. 

The seven jail guards, who were 
drugged, bound and locked into a 
room before the escape, are under 
arrest. 

Sharma said an eighth prison 
official was also being int- 
errogated by police. “He is also 
likely to be arrested,” Mr. Sharma 
added. 

Sobhraj , foe subject of two bes- 
tsellers, was shifted from a max- 
imum seoirity wing of Tihar Jafl to 
a less heavily guarded cell on ord- 
ers from foe Home Ministry last 
year because a Delhi journalist 
wantedtomterviewhitofbrathiid 
book, police -said. 

Newspapers said police bel- 
ieved a cream-coloured sedan 
used by foe seven men for their 
getaway was involved in a hit- 
and-run accident in Delhi Mon- 
day. 


Australian author Richard Nev- 
ille, who wrote “the Life And 
Climes Of Charles Sobhraj” in 
1980, told reporters in Sydney 
that Sobhraj may have 
because he thought his 
extradition to Thailand was imm - 

inent. 

“He always believed he would 
escape,” Neville said. 

The Statesman newspaper quo- 
ted former police official NJM. 
Tali, who interrogated Sobhraj 
after his 1976 arrest, as saying: 
“When I thought about (the esc- 
ape) I came to foe conclusion that 
it was probably inevitable. It just 
hadtt) 


he continued. 

Neville described Sobhraj as 
“dangerous, deadly, brilliant, acc- 
omplished and with a will of iron.” 
Neville, who works as a tel- 
evision commentator, interviewed 
Sobhraj atlncttan courthouses and 
jails in 1977. He said be was not 
surprised that Sobrahaj had esc- 
aped. 


Mr. Tuli added: “I never liked 
his actions, but as a man I coukl 
not help admiring him . He is ext- 
remely sharp, intelligent, shrewd 
and hasleadersh^j qualities.” 
Sobhraj is probably heading for 
Pakistan, the Australian author 
said.. “There are few other {daces 
he could go.” 


“Charles can’t go north because 
he is wanted for murder in Nepal” 
Neville said in a telephone int- 
erview. “It would be risky going 
eastward to Bangladesh or Burma 
because that would bring him 
dose to Thailand, where the han- 
gman’s noose is waiting for him.” 


He quoted foe last sentence in 
his book: , 

“It wifi be on one of those days, 
lazy tropical afternoons when int- 
erest in foe case has waned and 
when the fttes buzz and the guards 
doze in foe heat, that Charles 
Sobhraj will make his move.” 
Neville said, “I have no doubt 
that he was involved in atleast five 
murders in Thailand and two in 
Nepal” 

He added, ‘Tm also sure that 
there is a tourist now walking aro- 
und New Delhi who has lost his 
passport. It’s probably in Charles’ 
hands, he's probably changed his 
appearance to fit foe passport’s 


picture and is lying low' until foe 
n. If he's 


fuss dies down. It he's 

he's already left Delhi and is mak- 
ing his way to Pakistan.” 

Neville also recalled that Sob- 
hraj had once boasted he would 
leave 'Asia for South America. 


“It would be easy for him to slip 
across foe border into Pakistan. 
After all he is known for skinful 
use of foiged passports and an abi- 
lity to cross borders without bang 
detected. He's a master of dis- 


“I remember that police once 
found a teacfa-yomself book on 
Spanish in his luggage” he said. 
“For years he’s had foe scene to 
himself and perhaps he feels the 
time has come to move to more 
fertile terram.” 



UAE builds fence 
to keep camels 
off highway 




DUBAI (R) — The -Emirates of 
Dubai and Abu Dhabi are bui- 
lding a 140 kilometre fence to 
keep camels from straying onto a 
major desert highway, where they 
are the main cause of traffic acc- 
idents, Al Bay®! newspaper rep- 
orted Tuesday. 
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Worker burns himself r 
to death in protest 


SEOUL (R) — A South Korean 
worker died Tuesday after setting £ 
himself on fire during a protest !© '* 
demand more pay and better con- 
ditions, company sources said. 
Park Youg-Jm, 27, of foe Sm- 
heung Precision Company in 
Seoul, doused himself with petrol 
and ret himself alight Monday dur- 
ing a sit-in with seven other wor- 
kers at a dormitory belonging to 
the film. Park was taken to hos- 
pital but died early Tuesday, the 
sources said. 
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Soviets issue rouble 
mar king ‘Year of 
Peace’ 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
T ininn issued a one-rouble coin 
Tuesday marking 1986 as the Uni- 
ted Nations-dedared “Int- 
ernational Year of Peace,” the 

g overnment newspaper Izvestia 
as said. Accompanying pictures 
of the coin show one side bearing 
the familiar Soviet hammer - 
and-stckle symbol and the words 
“USSR, one rouble. 1986.” The 
other side portrays a pair of hands 
releasing a dove. 


Americans to spend 
$75<fcn on Easter 
candy 


-y.j 


i.U. 


*2" i - 1 


CHICAGO (R) — Americans wiQ 
spend $750 minion on 250.000 
tonnes of Easter candy this year, a 
confection manufacturer has 
Of the total 175,000 tonnes will 
be shaped into 7 billion 
eggs, Fanny Farmer Candy Sbqps 

Inc said. The candy hnymg hinge h 

second only to that which occursat 
Christmas, it added. 


Youth floating in 
inner tube rescued 


MIAMI (R) — A 16-year-old boy 
found floating off Florida in a car 
tyre inner tube said he spent five 
days drifting towards the United 
States from Cuba, coast guard off- 
icials said. Isbert Castro- Diaz was 


picked up by a pleasure boat about 
30 miles easi 


xr 


east of Miami suffering 
from severe sunburn, dehydration 
and exposure after bobbing across 
about 250 miles of open sea. The 
boy was recovering in a Miami 
hospital Tuesday while Coast 
Guard cutters searched off sou- 
thern Honda for his brother- 
in-law. Castro -Diaz said they left 
northern Cuba last Thursday but 
were separated during a storm two 
days later. 
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Wedding bells fail 
to chime for 
uniformed soldiers 


BONN (R) — West German Def- 
ence Minister Manfred Woemer 
has criticised two pastors in foe 
city of Bremen for refusin g to 
many a soldier in uniform. Eva- 
ngelical pastors Elmar Dor- 
nhoefer and Dieter Beushausen 
refused to officiate at the marriage 
of Sergeant Guenther Reich, who 
planned to wed in uniform last 
week, sa ying they could not rec- 
oncile it with their conscience. “I 
think it is scandalous.” Woemer 
toki the private television station 
RTL. “I consider it an e xampl e of 
discri mi na t i o n against bei- 
*ongmg to the armed forces in their 
home towns,” he said, ur ging the 
Evangelical Church to dissociate 
itself from the pastors’ stance. In 
another case in Duisburg last 
weekend, an infantryman had to 
postpone his wedding almost at 
foe altar when a woman pastor 
refused to marry him in uniform, a 
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Churchgoers watch 
man blast crucifix 




SYDNEY (R) — Stunned chu- 
rchgoers ducked for cover Tue- 
sday when a 39-year-old nifln bra- 
ndishing a shotgun buret into a 
mass and'Wasted a crucifix over 
the altar. Police said the man, who 
wore an ammunition belt round 

his waist, was dis arme d and l ed 
quietly away by a member rtf the 
40 -strong 1 congregation at a 
Roman Catholic Church 50 kil- 
ometres north of Sydney.' * 
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